MINUTES FROM THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON 
THURSDAY 11TH APRIL 2024 AT QUENINGTON VILLAGE HALL.

Present: Cllr Mike Scott (Chair), Cllr Don Downes, Cllr John Dooley, Rita Walsh (Clerk), and 20 members of public.

1. Apologies: Cllr Mike Sayer, Cllr Jan Sallis, Cllr Simon Bowcock
2. Welcome: Cllr Mike Scott, Chair of Quenington Parish Council welcomed everyone to the meeting.

3. Minutes from previous meeting on 13th April 2023: The minutes were agreed as a true and accurate record of the meeting and were signed as such by the Chair

4. To receive the report from County & District Councillors Dom Morris and David Fowles

Neither of the above attended.


5. Presentations from local groups and organisations
5.1 Hatherop School - Tanya Hancock, Head Teacher
The Head explained that the vision of the school was: Caring, Believing, Achieving and this directs everything that happens at the school. The school is small and serves the needs of the local villages. The school operates with mixed age classes which are managed very well by the excellent teachers that work at the school. The children achieve very well against national standards. The school offers a range of sports and activities for the children. There is a breakfast club and after school club which means children can be on site between 7.30am and 5pm each day.
The Head presented the plans to build a new hall and reception area and to expand one classroom. This is needed as the current buildings are old and the new building will provide better facilities. The school is now fund raising for the project.
Comments and questions:
One member of the public commented that her children had attended the school and now her grandchildren were also attending it. She said that her children had loved their time at the school and she felt the school was a fantastic local resource for children in the village and beyond.
5.2 Ernest Cook Trust – Michael Birnie, Property Director
The past year has been one of transition due to a change of Chief Executive in December 2023. The Trust hope to move into their new headquarters at Court Farmhouse by the end of 2024 or early 2025 and they are looking forward to becoming part of the village community. Mr Birnie highlighted ECT activities within the local area.
The Trust is the owner of the land on which the village playground is situated. The Parish Council has plans to upgrade the playground and the ECT are keen to help with that. 
The village currently has poor mobile phone signal. A telecommunications mast is due to be installed which should provide a good level of 4G signal across the village and work has started on the site. Gigaclear have been granted permission to access land near the playground to install a fibreoptic system which should provide faster broadband services to residents who want it.
ECT has been running / sponsoring arts workshops for students in the area and some of their work will be exhibited at the Fresh Air fringe show this summer.
Work has been done to create a River Coln trail which links the Cotswold Way with the Thames path. The Trust has developed a river management plan which covers the area surrounding the river with an aim to enhance biodiversity.
The Trust are building 5 new houses on Coronation Street in Fairford on a development called Fiennes Court. ECT will keep the houses and rent them out rather than sell them. The Trust is also purchasing a site in north east Fairford where it plans to build 87 houses. In Quenington plans are being drawn up to relet Home Farm and the farm house, with particulars available soon.
It is expected that planning permission will be granted for the solar farm on Welsh Way by the end of April. The developers will be addressing construction traffic management to minimise disruption to residents in Honeycombe Leaze.
Comments and questions: 
A question was asked about whether the footpath between Fairford and Quenington would be upgraded. Mr Birnie said this was being considered but if it was done it would probably necessitate rerouting some of it.
A question was asked about who the trust was intending to rent the new houses to  on Coronation Street. Mr Birnie stated that the houses would be advertised and the Trust were placing no restrictions on who could rent them.
A question was asked about why the Trust was putting solar farms on land it owns in beautiful parts of the country. Mr Birnie said that he understood that this was a contentious issue but generating green energy was important. 

5.3 The Sculpture Trust and the Quenington Society – Lucy Abel-Smith
    The Sculpture Trust – Fresh Air 
The first Sculpture show was held in 1992 and then the Abel-Smith’s formed a charitable trust for Fresh Air ’The Quenington Sculpture Trust’ in 1997.  The main purpose of the Fresh Air show is to raise money to support education related to the arts. It is expected that 900 children will attend workshops and visit the show this year. The Trust also provides training bursaries for aspiring new artists. The dates for Fresh Air this year are 15th June to 7th July. The village view of the show will take place on 15th June and on the 7th July there will a fashion show.
Quenington Society
The Quenington Society was formed to encourage an understanding of the history of the village and how it grew in a time when the push was to ‘infill’.   The Society has curated an archive of pictures which are housed in the Parish Council office in the village hall. Lucy is currently writing a history of the monuments in the village church.
5.4 Village Hall – John Dooley
Mr Dooley thanked all the village hall committee and the users of the hall for their support. During the year there had been a number of activities held in the hall including; coffee mornings, apple day, and craft fairs. There had also been two musical entertainment events, the Church Fitters and Swing from Paris, in both cases all the seats had sold out and feedback from those who attended was very positive. Mr Dooley said that the committee would welcome new members to allow even more events to be run. He asked anyone who might be interested in joining the committee to come and chat to committee members at a coffee morning or contact the committee by email.
5.4 Quenington Bulldogs – Paul Wilson    
Mr Wilson explained that the Bulldogs had been founded in the late 1980s with the purpose of raising money for local good causes. There are currently 38 members of which 15 have joined in the last two years. The Bulldogs have organised a number of fund raising events including; the annual fireworks display, a Christmas raffle, a wine walk from Quenington to Bibury, a charity auction and a beer festival. In 2023 £7600 was raised and £7100 was donated. Examples of donations made include a donation to a local person with terminal cancer to help them fund their bucket list of activities, an electric bike to help a local person with health issues to continue to work and a donation to a person who could not work whilst recovering from an injury.
Questions and comments
A question was asked about whether funding for speed reduction could be obtained from the Bulldogs. Mr Wilson said that this type of request would be considered. 

6. Quenington Parish Council  - Mike Scott, QPC Chair
It has been another busy and varied year for Quenington Parish Council. 
There had been a good turnout of people at the recent litter pick with quite a lot of litter removed from the verges and footpaths around the village. The trees on land managed by the Parish Council have recently been inspected and necessary work done to some plus felling of a dead cherry tree on the green. The proposed redevelopment of the Xylem site has resulted in some differing opinions which were discussed at the recent village meeting to discuss the proposals. A group is being put together to advise the Parish Council as it responds to any planning application for the site.
A question was raised about planting trees to replace ones that have died. The Parish Council has recently planted a number of trees many of which have failed to survive. When considering planting trees it has to balance the benefits of more trees with the costs of buying them and their ongoing maintenance.
There being no further questions the Chair thanked the speakers for coming along and parishioners for attending. The meeting was brought to a close at 9pm

Signed:

_________________Chairman_______________Date

