Clerk’s Report April 2025


· GCC carried out the traffic survey during the week of 17th to 23rd March to look at traffic movements and speeds on the village roads. Initially the tapes on Fairford Road were placed 0.6 miles outside the village but this was rectified within a couple of days. A resident contacted the council to complain that the tapes on Coneygar Road were not placed at the best place to record vehicle speeds. Unfortunately, the email from the resident was not received in time to get the tapes moved as the survey had already ended.  I have not yet received the report from GCC with the data collected during the survey period, as soon as it does I will circulate it.

· Following the March meeting I emailed GAPTC to say that the proposed internal auditor was independent of council and suitably qualified for the task. I have been copied into an email between GAPTC and the auditor providing her with a link to the documentation I submitted but I have not heard anything further. 

· The year end financial figures shows that the council has received more than £25,000 of income which means that we will be subject to an external audit as well as an internal audit. This will result in an additional audit fee from the external audit company. 

· At the last meeting an external contractor was approved as suitable to do occasional maintenance work for the council. Cllr Sallis and I have met with another potential contractor who might also be suitable. I will ask him to provide evidence of insurance and VAT registration status and then add this to a future council meeting agenda.

· I have received three quotes from drystone wallers to repair the chapel wall. One of the quotes is lacking in detail so I have requested more information before we can consider their quote. I have not heard from Royal Mail about the post box in the wall, we need to know whether the post box is to be reinstated before any repairs to the wall can be carried out. 

· The mole deterrence efforts at the cemetery continue with the addition of vinegar being used as well as the canes. The mowing contractor carried out his first mow of the year on 28th March and he suspects that the mole is still active.

· On 20th March Cllrs Sallis and Reynolds and I attended a meeting in Victoria  Road with residents and representatives from Highways and Thames Water concerning sewage flooding properties and the road and also discharging into the river. Thames Water agreed to do further investigations and report back. A couple of residents were on site when Thames Water came to flush out the sewage pumping station and pipes. The residents have reported that 250kg of fat was removed and that this deposit had accumulated in the last six months. The problem was being exacerbated by residents putting sanitary products and wet wipes down the drains. 

· At the February meeting the potential value to QPC of the clerk becoming a member of SLCC was raised. At the March meeting it was agreed that the Clerk should join SLCC and do CILCA training.


