     

QUENINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE QUENINGTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
AT 7.30 PM ON 11th January 2024 AT QUENINGTON VILLAGE HALL

Present: Cllr Mike Scott (Chair), Cllr Jan Sallis, Cllr Don Downes, Cllr John Dooley, Cllr Simon Bowcock, Cllr Michael Sayer

In attendance: Rita Walsh (Clerk), District Cllr David Fowles, Mr Passmore

1. Apologies for absence: None were received 
	
2. Open discussion: 
At a recent meeting of the clerks from Coln and Hatherop it was reported that Coln PC had suggested that another joint meeting of the three parish councils would be useful. This was discussed and there was support of this idea. The Clerk will report this back to the other Clerks.
Hatherop Parish Council has discussed hosting an event for the three parishes and it was suggested this could be during the weekend of the Royal International Air Tattoo. The councillors discussed this and gave their agreement in principle to the idea but they would like more detail about the event and what if any financial support QPC would be asked for.   

3. Declaration of Interest on items on the agenda: 
No declarations of interest were received.
 

4. To receive report from County Councillor Dom Morris: 
County Councillor Morris was not in attendance but had sent a written report which had been circulated to the Council.

5. To receive report from District Councillor David Fowles

District Councillor Fowles informed the meeting that CDC decided to withdraw from Publica and would instead provide a more local and bespoke service in house. CDC’s finances were under pressure and as a result they will be increasing council tax rates and also looking at other opportunities to raise additional revenue and cost costs. There is a review of the ward boundaries in the district currently taking place. 

6. Planning

6.1 To consider the following application and any others received before the meeting
There were no planning applications to be discussed 

6.2 To receive January 2024 Planning Report
The January planning report was reviewed and accepted.




7. Minutes: 
[bookmark: _Hlk140574842]
7.1 To confirm the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 9th November 2023
[bookmark: _Hlk140574898]The minutes were agreed as a true and accurate record of the meeting and were signed off by the Chair.
										

8.0 Clerk’s Report
The report had been previously circulated and accepted with no further discussion. 

9. Finances
	9.1 The November accounts were reviewed and approved 
9.2 The following payments since the 30th November were noted: Wages (£163.20) and a payment of £500.00 for a burial fee.
9.3 The Council reviewed the list of Direct Debts in place and noted there had been no changes to them.
9.4 The Clerk’s request for authorisation to pay the Bulldog Websites invoice (£27.50) was approved. The clerk also informed that meeting that the AJ Arborists had just submitted their invoice for (£960.00) for work to trees on the Green. This work had been authorised at the November meeting (Item 13) and the councillors approved this payment . The clerk was instructed to make the payments.
9.5 The budget set for the 2023-2024 year vs actual spending to date was reviewed and discussed by the council. The total expenditure for the year to the endo of December was £16,388. The discussed further areas of expenditure (wages, Speedwatch letters, grass cutting, and work to trees) which have yet to be paid. 



10. To review the 2024-2025 budget and agree the precept request
Councillor Sallis and the Clerk have been working on the budget for next year and have calculated a figure of £24,500 for total expenditure. An estimate income of £2000 from the cemetery was determined based on previous years’ income. This means that the precept will need to be set at £22,500 for next year. The Councillors reviewed the budget figures and agreed them. The Clerk was asked to submit the precept request to CDC
Action: Clerk


11. To receive an update on the Speedwatch project and agree and further actions 
Mr Passmore updated the meeting on the performance of the system, the number of speeding incidents detected and the number of letters being sent out and requests for action. Mr Passmore had information about the number of letters being sent out and the Clerk asked for clarification on when the PC could expect to receive the invoices for the letters which had yet to be paid for. The council felt that as the cameras had been operational for a year it was now time for the parish council to have a meeting with the police to review how the project was operating and to provide feedback. District Councillor Fowles agreed to liaise with the Clerk to set up the meeting as soon as possible
ACTION: DCllr Fowles and Clerk


12. To review and consider the adoption of a biodiversity policy
Cllr Dooley informed the meeting that it was now a statutory requirement for Parish Councils to have a biodiversity policy. To assist with this GAPTC had sent out a draft template which Councils could use. Councillor Dooley had adapted the template to customise it for the need of the parish and the draft document had been circulated to everyone in advance of the meeting. The meeting resolved to adopt the policy with some minor revisions. Cllr Dooley will make the revisions and then the Clerk will publish it on the website.

ACTION: Cllr Dooley 

13. To agree the dates for QPC meetings for 2024-2025
The dates were agreed as follows:
11th April – Annual Parish Meeting
9th May – Annual General meeting and May QPC meeting
6th/13th June – If needed for AGAR paperwork
11th July
12th September
14th November
9th January 2025
13th March
1st May – Annual Parish Meeting
8th May – Annual General meeting and May QPC meeting

Following agreement of the dates the Clerk will now confirm these meeting dates with the village hall committee and publish them on the website
ACTION: Clerk
14. To agree the list of speakers for the Annual Parish Meeting
The meeting identified a list of organisations to invite to its meeting on 11th April. The Clerk will contact the organisations to notify them of the date and invite them to present an update on their activities at the meeting. The Clerk will advertise the meeting to parishioners via the local Facebook group, the Parvo email circulation list and in the CHEQS magazine.
Action: Clerk


15. Open discussion
There were no matters raised

16. Date of next meeting
Thursday 14th March 2024 at 7.30pm


There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.40pm. 


_____________________Chairman		_____________________Date





January 2024 PLANNING REPORT 



Proposed minor extension to out building. The Little House Victoria Road Quenington Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 5BW
23/02180/FUL
Status: Decided - Permit


T1 - Beech tree - Target prune by approx 2 meters the over extended area of crown (north-north east side) to balance crown. Thin crown by approx. 10%. 11 Coneygar Road Quenington Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 5BY
23/02629/TCONR
Status: Awaiting decision 


Full Application for Replace two rooflights with dormer windows on the rear elevation. Replace dilapidated entrance gates. Install an air source heat pump in the garden to serve the swimming pool to replace an electric boiler which is no longer working. at Mawley Farm House Victoria Road Quenington Cirencester Gloucestershire
23/02643/FUL
Status: Awaiting decision 

Listed Building Consent for Sub-divide the larger second floor room to create a shower room, a separate room and a corridor. Reconfigure the layout of the first floor family bathroom and the adjoining bedroom 1 ensuite. Reconfigure bedroom 3 and the adjoining WC to provide an ensuite shower room. Replace two rooflights with dormer windows on the rear elevation. Replace dilapidated entrance gates. Install an air source heat pump in the garden to serve the swimming pool to replace an electric boiler which is no longer working at Mawley Farm House Victoria Road Quenington Cirencester Gloucestershire
23/02644/LBC
Status: Awaiting decision 


T2 - Lime - Re-Pollard back to previous pollard points (to match neighbours tree) at 1 Lime Tree Cottages Springfield Road Quenington Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 5BU
23/03121/TPO 
Status: Decided - Permit

T1 - Hazel - re-pollard. T2 - Hazel - re-pollard. T3 - Rowan - 1.5m overall crown reduction. T4 - Beech (neighbours) - 2m tip prune on west side up to approx. 9m at Meadowlands Church Road Quenington Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 5BN
23/03355/TCONR
Status: Decided – Permit

Works to trees in conservation areas for 1 - Irish Yew - reduce height to top of wall. G2 - Cotoneaster x4 - reduce height to top of wall. 0170 - Western Red Cedar - Crown lift to 0.5m over the wall. Clear cross by 1.0m. 0171 Conifer group - Crown lift to 0.5m over the wall. 0175 & 0176 - Beech x2 - Crown clean by removing crossed branches up to 40mm in diameter and remove major deadwood throughout whole crown area (Deadwood > 30mm in diameter) at Quenington Cemetery Fowlers Hill Quenington Gloucestershire GL7 5DA
23/03564/TCONR
Status: Decided – no objection

Cherry (in decline) – fell The Green Quenington
23/03563/TCONR
Status: Decided – no objection

Full Application for Change of use of agricultural building to a garage and MOT area to service vehicles (B2) at Unit Ab Donkeywell Farm Poulton Road Cirencester Quenington
23/03641/FUL
Status: Permit

Works to trees in conservation areas for T1 - Cypress, fell to ground level, T2 – Cypress, fell to ground level, T3 - Thuja (group of), fell to ground level, T4 Lime - crown lift to 3m, T5 - Cherry, fell to ground level, T6 - Multi-stem Ivy clad Ash, fell to ground level, T7 – Sweet Chestnut, crown lift to 2.5-3m, T8 - Damaged Ash tree, fell to ground level, T9 – Ash showing signs of die back, fell to ground level. All trees that are to be felled will be replaced in due course with a native species of tree at Netherton House, Netherton, Quenington Cirencester Gloucestershire
23/03954/TCONR
Status: Awaiting decision


Works to trees in conservation areas for T1-Beech...Crown raise to approx 3 meters and reduce crown by approx 25%/2-2.5meters, thin 10% and deadwood. T2-Walnut...prune back lower limb to lift and reduce slightly. T3-Lime ...Remove deadwood/stems and climbing inspection to remaining crown. T4-Poplar(largest one in group) reduce crown by 30%/3-4meters. T5-Weeping willow..Reduce back to previous points at Beech House Victoria Road Quenington Cirencester Gloucestershire
23/04051/TCONR
Status: Awaiting decision
.









November 2023 accounts
Bank balances as at 30th November 2023

Savings........... £40363.24

Current............ £6019.25


		
Current  account
       
September 2023 Spreadsheet balance			        	        £5383.79

Income 									
Transfer in							           	£5000.00
Cemetery income 								  £500.00
Total income							          	         £5500.00								                          
Expenditure (Notes in italics refer to minute when item approved)

BACS149 Rita Walsh September salary (July2022 item 15) 			£365.69
BACS150 Church mowing (May 2020, Item 9.4)				£600.00
BACS151 Printer purchase (Approved by email 13/1023)			£169.99
BACS152 GAPTC New councillor training (Approved by email 20/10/23)	  £50.00
BACS153 Marston Hill October grass cut (Jan 23, Item 12)			£937.60
BACS154 GAPTC Clerk training (Approval to pay by email 10/10/23)	  £45.00
DD HMRC									£248.60
[bookmark: _Hlk153289235]BACS155 Rita Walsh October salary (July2022 item 15)			£238.04
BACS156 Remembrance Day items (Nov 23, Item 9.4)			 £32.98 
BACS157 Marston Hill November grass cut (Nov 23, Item 9.4)		£937.63
BACS158 First rescue (Defib pads) (Nov 23, Item 11)			£113.94
BACS159 Viking (Stationary)							  £22.27
BACS160 ICCM (Approval to pay by email 17/11/23)			£168.00
BACS161 Village Hall	(Approved by email 27/11/23)			£570.00
BACS162 Rita Walsh November salary (July2022 item 15)			£364.80



	
Total expenditure							           £4864.54
 
November spreadsheet balance, agrees with the bank.				 		  £6019.25

				      	       
			    		
			
	
Relevant Local Government Powers
Cheque No			Power
BACS 149, 155, 162	          Local Government Act 1972s151
BACS 153,157,	Highways Act 1980 s96, Public Health Act 1875 s164, Open Spaces Act 1906 ss9&10
BACS 150, 158	Local Government Act 1972s137
BACS 161	Local Government Act 1972 s134(4)



To note:

Expenditure approved and paid since 30/11/2023

31/12/2023 – Rita Walsh December salary    	£163.20



Income received since 30/11/2023

14/12/2023 – Burial fee				£500.00


Direct debit

No new DD added.




