     

QUENINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE QUENINGTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
AT 7.30 PM ON 13th JULY 2023 AT QUENINGTON VILLAGE HALL

Present: Cllr Mike Scott (Chairman), Cllr Jan Sallis, Cllr Michael Sayer, Cllr Don Downes, Cllr John Dooley, Cllr Simon Bowcock, Cllr Ben Rambaut, County Cllr Dom Morris, District Cllr David Fowles

In attendance: Rita Walsh (Clerk), 1 parishioner (Part)

1. Apologies for absence: There were none

2. Open discussion: 

One of the Councillors raised the issue of the wall at the front of the church which had been knocked down some months ago and the rubble was on the edge of the road. It was agreed that the issue would be raised with the vicar to see what was being done.

ACTION: Clerk
3. Declaration of Interest on items on the agenda: 
None were declared.

To receive update on the SpeedWatch project: 
This part of item 15 was taken early to allow the presenter to leave promptly.

Following submission of his bi-monthly report Mr Passmore highlighted some key points. The percentage of vehicles picked up by the cameras exceeding the trigger speeds has fallen from 35% to 9% which suggests that driver behaviour in the village is changing. 
As more parish councils adopt the SpeedWatch system the amount of work that the police have to do increases. As a result they will not provide weekly updates on the number of letters sent but the detail of total letters sent will be provided on the monthly invoice.

There was discussion around the operation and procedures associated with the SpeedWatch scheme. It was agreed that there should be a meeting with the police and GCC to discuss the operation of SpeedWatch. County Councillor Morris agreed to set up the meeting to include QPC councillors.
Action: DM

The camera in Honeycombe Leaze needs to be moved to the other side of the road. Mr Passmore will start the application process to move the camera. Existing data from the camera will be archived and there will be a resulting cost for this.
Action: BP


As a new Councillor, Councillor Bowcock is required to receive training about the SpeedWatch system.
ACTION: JD, DD

4. To receive report from County Councillor Dom Morris: 
County Councillor Morris confirmed that the road repairs to the stretch of road across the green will be carried out on 17th and 18th July and the cost of the work would be £2500.
Highways has a schedule for mowing grass verges but has a very limited budget. It will concentrate on cutting verges close to junctions as a priority followed by verges in other areas. The bridge in Lechlade has recently been damaged and is now unusable by vehicles. The repair will be complex and will involve multiple agencies so the bridge is unlikely to be reopened for several months.

5. To receive report from District Councillor David Fowles
Councillor Fowles explained that following his election at the recent local elections he has been appointed to sit on the planning committee and that CDC has made changes to the planning process. Cllr Fowles will send a copy of a recent cabinet paper detailing the changes to the Clerk for onward circulation to QPC, he would be interested in views of QPC on it.
ACTION: DF

6. Planning

6.1 To consider the following applications
23/01081/ FUL
The Council discussed the updated planning application and identified significant issues with. It was agreed that an objection should be submitted on behalf of the Council. 
23/02149/TPO 
The Council discussed this application for work to pollard a tree and had no objections.

The Clerk was asked to submit the responses to CDC.
ACTION: Clerk
 

6.2 To receive July 2023 Planning Report
The July planning report was reviewed and accepted.

7. Minutes: 

[bookmark: _Hlk140574842]To confirm the Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 11th May 2023
[bookmark: _Hlk140574898]The minutes were agreed as a true and accurate record of the meeting and were signed off by the Chair.
										
[bookmark: _Hlk140574943]To confirm the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 11th May 2023
The minutes were agreed as a true and accurate record of the meeting and were signed off by the Chair.

To confirm the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 8th June 2023
The minutes were agreed as a true and accurate record of the meeting and were signed off by the Chair.






8.0 Clerk’s Report

The report had been previously circulated. It was accepted and the following points from it were discussed in more detail:

· The Clerk was asked to get clarification on access to the parish council office in the Village Hall whilst the kitchen is being refurbished so that arrangements can be made to ensure the work of QPC can continue during this time.
ACTION: Clerk
· A discussion took place about whether QPC should continue to share the use of the village hall printer, with QPC as the main user paying for the ink cartridges, or whether it should purchase its own printer with the capability of printing in A3. The Clerk was asked to identify prices of suitable printers. The meeting also agreed that a monthly Direct Debit could be set up for replacement ink cartridge replacement which would be cheaper than buying cartridges as and when needed.
ACTION: Clerk

9. Finances
	9.1 The May accounts were reviewed and approved 
9.2 The following payments since the 31st May were noted: Village Hall (£285), ICCM annual membership (£95), Wages (£365.69), Marston Hill (£937.60). There was one item of income, £160 for a cemetery payment.
9.3 The Council reviewed the list of Direct Debts in place. There was only one monthly DD to HMRC. The council approved the setting up of an annual DD for the Data Protection fee.
ACTION: Clerk
9.4 The Clerk’s request for authorisation to pay the Marston Hill invoice for £937.33 for July was approved.
ACTION: Clerk

10. Work required to trees
Following a request from the neighbour adjacent to the cemetery it was agreed that the maintenance contractor would be asked to cut back the overhanging trees and shrubs as per the maintenance contract. The Chair agreed to liaise with the contractor to get the work carried out
ACTION: Chair
There were additional trees in the cemetery which had become very large and some are now overhanging the road. The Clerk was instructed to contact AJ Arborists to get advice about how these trees should be managed and to get a quote for any work required.
ACTION: Clerk
11. Wildflower area
Councillors reported complaints from residents about the unkempt look of the area. Councillor Dooley reported that the area should have been cut and the vegetation removed by the end of June but the residents looking after the wildflower area had not been able to do the required work.  The Chair agreed to ask the maintenance contractor to mow off the area as soon as possible.
ACTION: Chair



12. Review and approval of the risk assessments 
The updated risk assessments for: the green, the playground, the cemetery, the phone box, the bus shelter, and contractors were reviewed and approved by the Council. In addition, a new risk assessment for the SpeedWatch cameras and the system was also approved. The Clerk was asked to put copies of these documents on the website
ACTION: Clerk

13. Review of the Parish Plan
An updated version of the Parish Plan was circulated prior to the meeting. The document was discussed and the updates approved. The Clerk was asked to put the updated version of the Parish Plan on the website. It was noted that as the current plan expires in 2025, it will be necessary to begin work on the next Parish Plan next year.
ACTION: Clerk

14. Reprinting of the walks leaflet
As supplies of the leaflet had run low a quote to get the leaflets reprinted had been obtained. It was decided at the meeting that 4000 copies should be ordered at a cost of £499.00. The Clerk was asked to place the order.
ACTION: Clerk

15 To receive an update on the SpeedWatch project and selling the SID
Cllrs Downes and Dooley reported that since the June meeting, they have met with Mr Passmore to discuss getting more access to the data being collected and this is now in place. 
The Council discussed the second hand value for the SID device and decided that a minimum price of £500 would be acceptable. 

16 Open discussion
An email had been received from a resident raising concerns about overhanging vegetation and parked cars obscuring visibility coming out of their drive and at the road junction. The Council determined that this was a matter for Highways and asked the clerk to write to the resident to let them know. It was also agreed that a notice should be placed in CHEQS asking all residents to cut back overhanging vegetation.
ACTION: Clerk

ECT have been in touch as they had been asked by Gigaclear for permission to access land around the playing field to install equipment to assist with fibre broadband delivery. QPC have asked for more information about the work required and its impact on the playground as well as the potential benefit of the scheme and are awaiting further information.

ACTION: Clerk
Date of next meeting
Thursday 14th September 2023 at 7.30pm


There being no further business, the meeting closed at 10pm. 


_____________________Chairman		_____________________Date



July 2023 PLANNING REPORT 


Redevelopment of former mushroom compost facility to mixed use development at Land at Sunhill, Welsh Way, Poulton (adjacent parish)
22/00887/FUL
Status: Appeal against refusal of permission dismissed

Work to trees: T2 - Irish Yew - reduce height to approx 3m. T6 - Conifer group - reduce height to approx. 3m. East Cottage Old Rectory Victoria Road Quenington Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 5BW
23/01453/TCONR
Status: Decided


Demolition of existing garage, sheds and greenhouse and erection of new garage with storage and accommodation in the loft-space. Stonyfell Fowlers Hill Quenington Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 5DA
23/01081/FUL
Status: Awaiting decision

On the QPC meeting agenda for discussion.


























May 2023 accounts
Bank balances as at 31st May 2023

Savings........... £51,627.16

Current............ £666.78
		
Current  account
       
March 2023 Spreadsheet balance				        	£4231.11


Income 									
Precept pt 1   									  £15750.00
Scrivens Head stone 							            £160.00
Swindon Memorials								  £520.00
Transfer in									  £500.00
Hing memorial									  £160.00	
Total										  £17,090.00								                          
Expenditure (Notes in italics refer to minute when item approved)
BACS120 Rita Walsh March salary (July2022 Item15)			£403.92
BACS121 War memorial expenses and office supplies			£134.84
BACS122 Bob Passmore (Email agreement to pay 5/04/23)			£5.95
BACS123 Village Hall Coronation picnic (Email agreement 27/3/223)	£100.00
BACS124 Cozens – Reservation fee refund					£240.00
DD HMRC									£183.80
BACS125 Marston Hill April grass cut (Jan 23, Item 12)			£1160.20*
Transfer out 									£15750.00
BACS126 Rita Walsh April salary (July2022 Item15)				£365.69
BACS127 GAPTA annual renewal (May 2023 Item 9.3) 			£142.66
DD HMRC									 £85.00
BACS128 BHIB insurance (AGM May 23 Item 10)         			£798.47
BACS129 Marston Hill May grass cut (Jan 23, Item12)                             £943.60*                                                    
BACS130 Rita Walsh May salary (July2022 Item15)				£340.20

	
Total									           £20,654.33
 
May Spreadsheet Balance					 		  £666.78

				      	       
Total agrees with bank statement 
			    		
*BACS125 under paid by £6 in error, BACS 129 overpaid by £6 to correct the previous under payment			
	




Relevant Local Government Powers
Cheque No			Power
BACS 120, 126, 130 	          Local Government Act 1972s151
BACS 84,86	Highways Act 1980 s96, Public Health Act 1875 s164, Open Spaces Act 1906 ss9&10
BACS 123 			Local Government Act 1972s145




To note:
Expenditure approved and paid since 31/05/2023

13/06/2023 – Village Hall office rent 		£285.00
21/06/2023 – ICCM annual membership		£95.00
26/06/2023 – Wages				£365.69
26/06/2023 – Marston Hill				£937.60 

Income received since 13/05/2023

6/07/2023 -  Slade and sons (Ashes interment)	£130




