QUENINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE QUENINGTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
AT 7.30 PM ON 6th June 2024 AT QUENINGTON VILLAGE HALL

Present: Cllr Mike Scott (Chair), Cllr Michael Sayer, Cllr Jan Sallis, Cllr Jude Reynolds (from 8.45pm), Cllr John Dooley, Cllr Simon Bowcock. 

In attendance: Rita Walsh (Clerk), Ms Loukes (for item 3) Bob Passmore and 2 members of the public.

1. Apologies for absence: 
Apologies were received from: District Cllr David Fowles 

2. Declaration of Interest on items on the agenda: 
None were received.

3. Introduction to the Housing Needs Survey by Cara Loukes, Affordable Housing Manager, Gloucestershire Rural Community Council.  
Ms Loukes explained that the Housing Needs Survey was being carried out on behalf of CDC who had selected Quenington and some of the neighbouring villages to be surveyed as a cluster of local parishes. The survey asks residents about their current housing and also about how their housing needs might change over the next 5 years. Many rural areas had a lack of affordable housing and the results from the survey will help to identify this. If a need for affordable housing is demonstrated rural exception sites could be identified where affordable housing could be built and let to tenants on a stringent local connection criteria basis. Once the survey results are obtained a report is produced and this would be shared with the Council. Ms Loukes stated that the survey would be sent out but it would greatly help response rates if the Parish Council was supportive of it. The Council stated that it was supportive of the initiative and would like it to go ahead as soon as possible. The Clerk was asked to provide Ms Loukes with the contact details of the CHEQS magazine editor and the local Facebook group to ensure that the survey could be promoted to residents.

ACTION: Clerk

4. To complete and approve Section 1 of the Annual Return (Annual Governance Statement) for the financial year ending 31 March 2024

Section 1 of the Annual Return was reviewed by the Council and approved and was signed off by the Chair and the Clerk / RFO

5. To approve Section 2 of the Annual Return (Accounting Statement) for the financial year ending 31 March 2024

[bookmark: _Hlk168931370]Section 2 of the Annual Return was reviewed by the Council and approved and was signed off by the Chair and the Clerk / RFO

6. To review the explanation of variances

The explanation of variances was reviewed and approved by the Council

7. To confirm the dates of the Period for the Exercise of Public Rights

The dates were reviewed and agreed as correct by the Council

The Council having reviewed and approved the documentation pertaining to items 4,5,6 and 7 resolved that the Clerk can submit the required documentation to the External Auditor.
ACTION: Clerk

8. To review the Speedwatch project and agree further actions
A discussion took place involving the Speedwatch coordinator (Bob Passmore), County Councillor Morris with a responsibility for Highways and the Council which identified a number of issues with the operation of the Speedwatch scheme which have still not been addressed. County Councillor Morris agreed that following the meeting he would communicate the problems that the Council had identified to colleagues at GCC and the police. It was stressed that QPC will need to make a final decision on its involvement in the scheme at its July meeting. Any outstanding undertakings from the PCC, GCC/Highways and / or the police would need to occur before that July 11th meeting. County Cllr Morris agreed to facilitate the setting up of the meeting offered by the PCC and to recommend that the costs incurred by QPC during the trial of the system should be reimbursed. 
ACTION: CCllr Morris

Cllrs Dooley and Bowcock agreed to meet with Mr Passmore to discuss further improvements to the management of the system and also to ensure that QPC’s full access to the Speedwatch data is reinstated.
ACTION: Cllrs Bowcock, Dooley, Mr Passmore

[bookmark: _Hlk167351195]9. To review and approve the QPC response to planning application 24/00968/FUL for the Xylem site and agree further actions
The draft response had been circulated to members of the Council in advance of the meeting. The Councillors resolved that it should be approved and the Clerk was asked to submit it to the planning department at CDC.

The Clerk was asked to contact the planning consultants and convey the Councils offer to meet them to discuss how the plans for the site could be improved.

ACTION: Clerk

Cllr Bowcock had circulated information about creating a neighbourhood plan. It was suggestion that this should be considered at a future meeting. 


Date of next meeting: 7.30pm, Thursday 11th July 2024

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.45 pm.



_____________________Chairman	_____________________Date
