


     

QUENINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE QUENINGTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
AT 7.30PM ON 8th JUNE 2023 AT QUENINGTON VILLAGE HALL

Present: Cllr Michael Scott (Chairman), Cllr Don Downes, Cllr Ben Rambaut, Cllr Jan Sallis, Cllr Mike Sayer, Cllr John Dooley, 

In attendance: Rita Walsh (Clerk)

1. Apologies for absence: Cllr Simon Bowcock

2. Declaration of Interest on Items on the agenda: The Chair declared an interest in relation to the telecommunications mast.

3. To review the Internal Audit Report: 
Whilst overall the findings of the audit were positive some findings will need clarification with the auditor at a follow up meeting. The items below refer to areas where improvements to procedures can be made.
· A list of Direct Debits will be presented to the Council annually at the July meeting
· The annual budget to set the precept will be presented to the Council at the November meeting for Councillors to review and suggest any changes. A final budget will be tabled at the January meeting and the request for the precept will be agreed.
· A pension will be offered to the Clerk
· The Annual Governance and Accountability Return will be published in full on the website.
· Payments which have been approved and paid after the period covered by the bi- monthly report will be listed and presented to council at each meeting.
· Copies of agendas will remain on the website for a year.

Cllr Downes proposed and Cllr Scott seconded a motion to accept these proposed changes. The motion was approved unanimously.

4. To complete and approve Section 1 of the Annual Return (Annual Governance Statement) for financial year ending 31 March 2023: Section 1 was completed, approved by all then signed by the Chairman and Clerk. 

5. To approve Section 2 of the Annual Return (Accounting Statement) for financial year ending 31 March 2023: Section 2 was reviewed, approved by all and signed by the Chairman and the Clerk.

6. To review explanation of variances: 
There were two areas with variances greater than 15% from the previous year. One area was Total Other Receipts which was higher than the previous year due to an increase in the income from the cemetery.  The second area was Total Other Payments which had increased due to the purchase of the SpeedWatch cameras, payment for the new cemetery wall and repairs to playground equipment. 

Cllr Dooley proposed and Cllr Sayer seconded a motion that the Council accept these explanations. The motion was passed unanimously. 

7. To confirm the dates of the Period for the Exercise of Public Rights: 

The Clerk advised that the period for the exercise of public rights to inspect the 22/23 accounts runs from Monday 19th June to Friday 29th July 2023.
										

8. Open Discussion: 

1. The Councillors involved with the SpeedWatch project discussed the need to put another camera at the top of the Green. To do this either an additional camera would need to be purchased or one of the existing cameras relocated. The automated speed indicator device (SID) had not been used for some time. 
Cllr Downes proposed and Cllr Scott seconded a motion that SID should be sold. The proposal was approved unanimously.
Cllr Downes and the Clerk were asked to investigate a value for the device and to offer it for sale, perhaps through the GAPTC network.
Action: Cllr Downes & Clerk

2. QPC had received preplanning information about the telecommunications mast being proposed on Donkeywell Farm. The meeting discussed the need to ensure the mast blended into the surroundings, was capable of being used for 5G, was part of the Shared Rural Network Scheme and that it wanted to know what level of coverage the mast will provide in the village. The clerk was asked to send a response to the developers on behalf of QPC which covered all these points.
Action: Clerk

3. An email had been received from a parishioner raising issues about replacing a tree which had died on the green, the fairground and waste bins left out on street. The Councillors discussed the issues and the Clerk was asked to pass on the response of the Council to the parishioner.
Action: Clerk

4. The Clerk asked for permission to pay £285.00 to the Village Hall for the rent for the Parish Council Office.
A motion to give permission to the Clerk to pay the Village Hall was proposed by Cllr     Scott and Seconded by Cllr Downes. The motion was approved unanimously and the Clerk was instructed to make the payment 
Action: Clerk

9. Date of Next Meeting: Thursday 13th July at 7.30pm 




There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.30pm. 



 
_____________________Chairman		_____________________Date




