QUENINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE QUENINGTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
AT 7.30 PM ON 14th March 2024 AT QUENINGTON VILLAGE HALL

Present: Cllr Mike Scott (Chair), Cllr Jan Sallis, Cllr Don Downes, Cllr John Dooley, Cllr Simon Bowcock, 

In attendance: County Cllr Dom Morris, District Cllr David Fowles, Two members of the public 

Minutes were taken & prepared by Cllr Dooley.

1. Apologies for absence: 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Michael Sayer, Rita Walsh (Clerk)

2. Open discussion: 
The upcoming meeting with the residents to discuss the proposed Xylem site development was discussed.  Cllr Bowcock offered to facilitate the meeting and will prepare a plan and circulate it to councillors for comment before the meeting.

On behalf of the Clerk, Cllr Dooley reminded everyone about the litter pick at 10.00am on 16th March.

3. Declaration of Interest on items on the agenda: 
No declarations of interest were received.

4. To receive report from County Councillor Dom Morris: 
County Councillor Morris reported that (i) the GCC budget has been accepted; (ii) the new “Potholes+” plan, which means any potholes within a 3m radius of main pothole will be repaired at the same visit is now in action; (iii) There is a new head of roads, CCllr Morris  will circulate their contact details to the clerk to arrange a meeting to review the condition of the roads in the village; (iv) highways are now using the “fixmystreets” website to allow residents to highlight repairs, including potholes, that need attention; (v) there is a small grant fund of around £3K that can be claimed by local youth services.

5. To receive report from District Councillor David Fowles

District Councillor Fowles had circulated a report before the meeting.  He highlighted aspects of this, including that increase in recycling waste (up 25%) had put pressure on collection services.  Cllr Fowles reminded all that local elections were on 2nd May, for this area this only impacts the Police & Crime Commissioner.  Photo ID is required to vote and this has been extended to include postal voting.



6. Planning

6.1 To consider the following application and any others received before the meeting
There were no planning applications to be discussed 


6.2 To receive March 2024 Planning Report
The March planning report was reviewed and accepted.

7. Minutes: 
[bookmark: _Hlk140574842]
7.1 To confirm the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 11th January 2024
[bookmark: _Hlk140574898]The minutes were agreed as a true and accurate record of the meeting and were signed off by the Chair.
										
8.0 Clerk’s Report
The report had been previously circulated and accepted with no further discussion. Cllr Dooley reported that the Clerk will follow-up with speakers invited to the APM in April and circulate a draft Agenda.  Xylem have confirmed attendance, but will only speak about their WaterAid charity programme.

9. Finances
Finances were presented by Cllr Sallis
	9.1 The January 2024 accounts were reviewed and approved.
9.2 The following payments since the 1st February 2024 were noted: Wages (£264.00), AJ Arborist (£600.00) and payment of £130.00 fee for an ashes interment.
9.3 The Council reviewed the list of Direct Debts in place and noted there had been no changes to them.
9.4 The Clerk’s request for authorisation to pay the Marston Hill invoice (£984.53) was approved. The councillors approved this payment and the clerk was instructed to make the payment.
9.5 The budget set for the 2023-2024 year vs actual spending to date was reviewed and discussed by the council. The total expenditure for the year to the end of February was £19,920. Further areas of expenditure (Marston Hill, Wages & QVH rent) totalling £1,554.44 which have yet to be paid were highlighted.
9.6 The bank reconciliation as of 7th March 2024 was reviewed and agreed. 

10. To instruct GAPTC to appoint the internal auditor
The Councillors agreed the need to appoint an internal auditor.  Cllr Downes proposed and Cllr Scott seconded the use the GAPTC auditor. All were in agreement. The Clerk was asked to request GAPTC appoint an internal auditor.
ACTION: Clerk



11. To receive an update on the meeting held on 7th March with the Police and Crime Commissioner to review the Speedwatch project, and to agree any further actions
Cllrs Downes, Dooley & Fowles summarised discussion at the meeting, which included the clerk and a parish councillor from Kempsford.  An exchange of views and ideas was useful. A request to trial the impact a VAS/SID along with the CSW+ camera might have on speeds was made to the PCC. The PCC, who instigated the scheme and is keen to see it succeed, agreed that a meeting between QPC, himself, and other key players (e.g. highways), as well as Kempsford PC, would be useful for all parties. He agreed to arrange this. Cllr Fowles agreed to ask the PCC to circulate his notes from the 7th March meeting to QPC in advance of this meeting.
ACTION: Cllr Fowles

Prior to the QPC meeting, Cllr Dooley had circulated a summary of findings he had drawn from the camera data as well as emails outlining letters sent to speeding offenders in 2023-24. These suggest the impact of the trial is not as significant as initially thought, but these will need to be reviewed in more detail. Following discussion, the council agreed  to review the scheme and decide how to proceed at a council meeting after receiving the PCC notes and attending the next meeting with the PCC and other stakeholders.

12. To discuss the appointment of a company to carry out the annual playground inspection
Cllr Dooley reported that the clerk had just heard from Gordon’s Inspections, the company who audited the playground last year, with a quote for £150+VAT.  Cllr Downes proposed and Cllr Dooley seconded to accept this.  All agreed.  The Clerk will be asked to book the inspection.
ACTION: Clerk

13. To discuss the development of the new parish plan and agree the required actions
Cllr Dooley highlighted that the Parish Plan is due for review. The original plan from 2011-2016 is now 15 years old, but has been reviewed twice in the interim.  Cllr Dooley suggested it would be useful to review the plan to bring it up to date. All present agreed. Cllr Sallis offered to help with this.
ACTION: Cllrs Dooley & Sallis

14. To review the management of the wildflower area on Church Road and agree any required further actions
Following discussion, it was agreed that management of this area should now be taken back in hand by the council contractor. The area will be mowed as per the village green, including consideration for flowering bulbs (daffodils, bluebells etc). The council are aware of on-going work in the St Swithin graveyard and proposals to complete a biodiversity review of a wider area. Permission was given to include council managed areas in this review. The council also agreed to provide a letter of support if appropriate to help with these plans or other grant applications. The clerk was asked to inform the contractor and the parishioners involved in managing the wildflower area.
ACTION: Clerk



15. To discuss items for the next meeting agenda
Cllr Dooley reported that the Clerk requested the following items on the May 2024 Agenda:
· Affordable housing – invite Cara Loukes, Affordable Housing manager at GRCC to discuss this topic 
· Paperwork for audit
· Insurance – this is due for renewal in June 2024
· Internal audit – review paperwork for this
All in attendance agreed and in addition added the following items:
· Speedwatch – review/discuss findings following meeting with PCC
· Reports of speeding on Springfield Road
· To discuss maintenance of the bus shelters and Cemetery chapel

16. Date of next meeting – 9th May 2024
Councillors were reminded that this meeting will start with the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council at 7.30pm, followed by the Parish Council meeting.
The Annual Parish Meeting will take place on Thursday 11th April at 7.30pm

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.40pm.



_____________________Chairman	_____________________Date







March 2024 PLANNING REPORT 


T1 - Beech tree - Target prune by approx 2 meters the over extended area of crown (north-north east side) to balance crown. Thin crown by approx. 10%. 11 Coneygar Road Quenington Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 5BY
23/02629/TCONR
Status: Awaiting decision 

Full Application for Replace two rooflights with dormer windows on the rear elevation. Replace dilapidated entrance gates. Install an air source heat pump in the garden to serve the swimming pool to replace an electric boiler which is no longer working. at Mawley Farm House Victoria Road Quenington Cirencester Gloucestershire
23/02643/FUL
Status: Decided - Permit 

Listed Building Consent for Sub-divide the larger second floor room to create a shower room, a separate room and a corridor. Reconfigure the layout of the first floor family bathroom and the adjoining bedroom 1 ensuite. Reconfigure bedroom 3 and the adjoining WC to provide an ensuite shower room. Replace two rooflights with dormer windows on the rear elevation. Replace dilapidated entrance gates. Install an air source heat pump in the garden to serve the swimming pool to replace an electric boiler which is no longer working at Mawley Farm House Victoria Road Quenington Cirencester Gloucestershire
23/02644/LBC
Status: Decided - Permit 

Works to trees in conservation areas for T1 - Cypress, fell to ground level, T2 – Cypress, fell to ground level, T3 - Thuja (group of), fell to ground level, T4 Lime - crown lift to 3m, T5 - Cherry, fell to ground level, T6 - Multi-stem Ivy clad Ash, fell to ground level, T7 – Sweet Chestnut, crown lift to 2.5-3m, T8 - Damaged Ash tree, fell to ground level, T9 – Ash showing signs of die back, fell to ground level. All trees that are to be felled will be replaced in due course with a native species of tree at Netherton House, Netherton, Quenington Cirencester Gloucestershire
23/03954/TCONR
Status: Decided

Works to trees in conservation areas for T1-Beech...Crown raise to approx 3 meters and reduce crown by approx 25%/2-2.5meters, thin 10% and deadwood. T2-Walnut...prune back lower limb to lift and reduce slightly. T3-Lime ...Remove deadwood/stems and climbing inspection to remaining crown. T4-Poplar (largest one in group) reduce crown by 30%/3-4meters. T5-Weeping willow. Reduce back to previous points at Beech House Victoria Road Quenington Cirencester Gloucestershire
23/04051/TCONR
Status: Decided



Full Application for Erection of single storey side extension, demolition of garden room, replacement of the existing shed, internal and external alterations and refurbishment to the existing and associated landscaping at Beech House Victoria Road Quenington Cirencester Gloucestershire
23/03896/FUL
Status: Awaiting decision

Retention of re-oriented PV panels to south-western area of the garden and replacement of the removed trees - previously approved under application 22/01514/FUL (part-retrospective) at Beech House Victoria Road Quenington Cirencester Gloucestershire
23/03895/FUL
Status: Awaiting decision

Installation of a Solar Photovoltaic (PV) Solar Farm together with associated works and access arrangements Land Parcel At E413623 N202134 Welsh Way Fairford Gloucestershire
23/03907/FUL
Status: Awaiting decision




January2024 accounts
Bank balances as at 31st January 2024

Savings........... £40454.54

Current............ £3053.97

Current  account
       
November 2023 Spreadsheet balance			        	        £6019.25

Income 									
Cemetery income 							         £680.00
Total income							          	         £680.00								                          
Expenditure (Notes in italics refer to minute when item approved)

BACS163 Rita Walsh December salary (July2022 item 15) 			£163.20
BACS164 Bulldog websites (January2024, Item 9.4)			 	 £27.50
BACS165 AJ Arborists	(January2024, item 9.4)				£960.00
BACS166 PCCG (Email approval, 19/1/2024)					£198.80
BACS167 Viking (Email approval, 19/1/2024)				£138.58
DD HMRC									£191.60
BACS168 AJ Arborists	(Email approval, 26/1/2024)			         £1569.00
BACS169 Rita Walsh (July 2022 Item 15)					£369.60
BACS169 AJ Arborists	(correction of underpayment on BACS168)		  £27.00


Total expenditure							           £3645.28
 
January spreadsheet balance, agrees with the bank.				 		  £3053.97  	       
	    		
			
	
Relevant Local Government Powers
Cheque No			Power
BACS 163, 169	          Local Government Act 1972s151
BACS 165,168, 169	Highways Act 1980 s96, Public Health Act 1875 s164, Open Spaces Act 1906 ss9&10




To note: 

Expenditure approved and paid since 1/2/2024

14/2/2024 – AJ Arborists			        £600.00
14/02/2024 – Wages			        £264.00


Income received since 1/2/2024

07/03/2024 – Ashes interment 			£130.00

Direct debit
No new DD added.

Bank reconciliation – 7th March 2024

2023-2024 Accounts spreadsheet balance 	£2319.97

Treasurers account balance 			£2319.97


