



QUENINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE QUENINGTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
AT 7.30PM ON 9th March 2023 AT QUENINGTON VILLAGE HALL

Present: Cllr Mike Scott (Chairman), Cllr Don Downes, Cllr Ben Rambaut, Cllr John Dooley, Cllr Michael Sayer, Cllr Jan Sallis, County Cllr Dom Morris, District Cllr Stephen Andrews (deputising for District Cllr Ray Theodoulou)

In attendance: Rita Walsh (Clerk), 1 parishioner

1. Apologies for absence: District Cllr Ray Theodoulou

2. Open discussion: 

· Parishioner Alun Davies had asked to attend the meeting to discuss the problem of dog fouling both within the village and on and around the surrounding footpaths. Mr Davies had put out a request in CHEQS for local dog owners to join the litter pick scheduled to take place on 18th March to help clear up the mess. In addition Mr Davies was in contact with CDC to get agreement to put a supply of dog waste bags on the waste bins so that dog owners who had forgotten to bring a dog waste bag with them could clear up their dog’s waste using one of the supplied bags. Mr Davies informed the meeting that he would supply the bags and keep the supply of them topped up. The Parish Council thanked Mr Davies for coming to the meeting to discuss the issue of dog fouling with them and gave their support to his plans to provide dog waste bags in the village. 


3. Declaration of Interest on items on the agenda: There were none

4. To receive report from County Councillor Dom Morris: 
County Cllr Morris stated that he felt the community speed watch project was going well and was encouraged to hear that the behaviour of car drivers was changing since the cameras had been installed. 

Cllr Morris raised the need to have a robust winter preparedness plan to ensure roads were passable in periods of bad weather. He felt the primary and secondary roads were generally well gritted, but that villages needed to have a plan to grit village roads and to clear the roads of snow to ensure residents could get in and out of the village. Cllr Morris was informed that Quenington has a winter preparedness plan and has stocks of grit and arrangements in place with local farmers to clear snow from roads when needed.

Cllr Morris was ensuring that large potholes which were big enough to be classed as a safety issue were filled quickly once reported. Smaller holes adjacent to these potholes were not currently being filled at the same time as the Highways teams were concentrating on filling the largest ones. QPC expressed some frustration about smaller adjacent potholes not being filled at the same time as the larger ones and expressed the view that this was not an efficient use of resources. QPC drew Cllr Morris’s attention to the very poor state of the road surface on the road running down to the Red Lion public house (Poulton Road). One Councillor also reported seeing a Highways team filling pot holes in pouring rain on the road between Quenington and Farmors School in Fairford. They felt that the material put into holes during heavy down pours of rain would not cure properly and will wash away.

5. To receive report from District Cllr Ray Theodoulou – District Councillor Andrews deputising: 
District Cllr Andrews full report had been circulated before the meeting, but he highlighted a few key points including that car parking charges in Cirencester were being frozen. 

Cllr Andrews drew the meetings attention to the Rural England Prosperity Fund as a potential source of funding for projects that QPC might wish to undertake. He said bids for funding under this scheme would not be called for until after the local elections in May.

Cllr Andrews reminded the meeting that voters would need to have photo ID to vote in person at the elections in May or they could bring their postal voting forms to the polling station. Information about this and how to get acceptable ID would be publicised widely. 

Cllr Andrews was having meetings with the developers of the proposed new leisure centre in Fairford to ensure that the facilities being developed met the needs of the local community.

6.0 Planning

6.1 To receive March 2023 Planning Report: The planning report was reviewed (see attached) and accepted. 

7. Minutes: The minutes of the meetings held on 12th January 2023 were agreed to be a true and accurate record of the proceedings and the Chair signed copies of the minutes.

8. Clerks Report: 
The Clerk’s report was reviewed (see attached).  Discussion took place about the following items:
· ECT has still not been in touch regarding the new lease for the playground. The Clerk was asked to contact GAPTC and ask their advice about QPCs position without an agreed lease almost six months into the year. 
Action: Clerk

· The Clerk was asked to add ECT and the Bulldogs to the list of organisations being invited to present at the Annual Village / Parish Meeting on 13th April. 
Action: Clerk

In addition to the items on the Clerk’s report the Clerk also raised the following matters:
· Telecommunications Mast
The previous Clerk had contacted the construction company responsible for the phone mast in September 2021 for an update on the project, but had not received a response. The current Clerk is attempting to contact them as several parishioners have complained about the ongoing problems with mobile phone signal in the village. To date there has been no response from the contractor. Cllr Rambaut offered to do some further investigations into the company.
Action: Cllr Rambaut 

· The Parish Council Elections
The Clerk reminded the meeting that the nomination period for councillors to submit their nomination papers to CDC runs from 20th March to 4pm on Tuesday 4th April. The Clerk agreed to circulate a link to the page on the CDC website where Councillors can download the nomination papers from. The Clerk can hand deliver the nomination papers of any of the Councillors if they would like. If they let her know they want to do this she will arrange to gather the papers and take them into Cirencester.
Action: Clerk and Councillors


9. Finance
The January accounts were reviewed and accepted. In addition, the 22-23 budget vs actual expenditure was reviewed. Whilst there was over spend on some items the overall expenditure was under the total budgeted figure.


10. To agree the future management of the wildflower areas.  
Following a report from Councillors Sallis and Dooley the Parish Council agreed to continue with the wildflower areas in the village. It was noted that the area would be cut earlier than last year which should avoid the untidiness that some residents had complained about. It was also agreed that snowdrops and crocus bulbs could be planted in the current daffodil areas on the Green and under the trees. The Parish Council also agreed that the bench on the bank at the corner of Church Road and Victoria Road could be moved from within the wildflower area to the edge of the old disused road at the back of the bank. The Clerk agreed to relay the decision to the parishioners managing the wild flower areas.
Action: Clerk

11. Replacement of oak trees 
The Chairman had been in contact with a local company who had offered to source and plant 3 oak trees (5ft tall) for a cost of £200 - £250 per tree. There was a discussion about the cost of the trees, the need to regularly water them until established and who would do this as the old clerk has now left the village. It was suggested to order one tree this year and concentrate on establishing it; however, an order for three trees had already been placed. The Clerk was asked to do an inspection of the existing oak trees to determine their state of health and whether there was a need to replace them.
Action: Clerk
							
12. Appointment of the internal auditor.
GAPTA had been used previously to carry out this task and they had provided a very good service. The Council agreed to appoint GAPTC to carry out this year’s audit and asked the Clerk to confirm the appointment to GAPTC.
In preparation for the audit a Review of Effectiveness of Internal Control Systems 2022-23 was agreed and signed off by the Chairman.
Action: Clerk

13. Community Speedwatch Project
Mr Passmore had provided an update report which had been circulated to the members in advance of the meeting. Up until now Mr Passmore has been doing all the administrative work on the project but both Mr Passmore and QPC felt that more assistance for Bob was required. Cllr Dooley has agreed to take on the role of overseer of the whole project and has reader’s rights to all 4 cameras. Cllr Downes will be the verifier for the cameras in Fairford Road and Honeycombe Leaze. Mr Passmore will be the verifier for the two cameras in Coneygar Road. Mr Passmore will also be the coordinator for all 4 cameras which will allow him to continue to produce the reports that are sent to the police.

14 Open discussion

A request had been received from the Village Hall committee requesting a donation towards the costs of refurbishment of the kitchen in the Village Hall. QPC would like to see more information about the project and the benefits it will bring to parishioners before deciding on a donation. 
Action: Clerk

One of the councillors raised the condition of the grit bin at the end of Fairford Road, opposite Gospel Corner. The bin has started to deform and might need to be replaced. The Council decided to keep the condition of the bin under review but agreed to replace it if its condition worsened.
Action: Cllr Dooley

Date of next meeting:

7.30pm Thursday 11th May 2023

Please note: Annual Village / Parish meeting: 7.30pm Thursday 13th April

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.30pm.





_____________________Chairman		_____________________Date

March 2023 PLANNING REPORT 


Redevelopment of former mushroom compost facility to mixed use development at Land at Sunhill, Welsh Way, Poulton (adjacent parish)
22/00887/FUL
Status: Awaiting decision

Conversion of stone barn to form separate dwelling at Mawley Farmhouse, Victoria Road, Quenington
22/00357/FUL & 22/00358/LBC
Status: Permit


Large Willow - reduced by 50%, remove 3 lower limbs. Q2 - Acacia - Remove 3 limbs. Q3 - Willow - fell trunk. Q4 - Willow - fell to ground. | Knights Mill Church Road Quenington Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 5BN
23/00191/TCONR
QPC decision: support
Status: Awaiting decision


Works to trees in conservation areas for T1 - Birch reduce crown back to 1m above old pruning points. T2 - Ash - remove x2 lower limbs on garden and river side. T3 - Willow - fell at Riverside Cottage Victoria Road Quenington Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 5BP
23/00408/TCONR
QPC decision: support
Status: Awaiting decision



















January 2023 accounts
Bank balances as at 31st January 2023

Savings........... £36294.01

Current............ £3162.33


		
Current  account
       
November 2022 Spreadsheet balance				        	£8340.59


Income 									
Transfer from Business Instant 						  £1000
Transfer from Business instant						   £130
Transfer from Business Instant						   £237
Bullimore memorial							              £130
Moaby plot reservation                                                                            £130
Total										   £1627								                          
Expenditure (Notes in italics refer to minute when item approved)
TRSF To Business Instant                                                                    £5250.00
BACS107 HMRC (July 2022 Item 15)                                                        £85.63
BACS108 Rita Walsh Nov Salary (July2022 Item 15)                                  £195.49
BACS109 Swindon Memorials (agreed email 14/12/22)                              £260.00
BACS110 HMRC (July 2022 Item 15)						     £5.77
BACS111 Autospeedwatch  (agreed email 20/12/22)			   £93.25
BACS 112 Rita Walsh Dec Salary (July 2022 Item 15)                                 £204.12
BACS113 ECT rent (Email agreement 12/1/23)				  £156.00
BACS114 HMRC (July 2022 Item 15)                                                       £51.00
BACS115 AJ Arborists (Email agreement 26/1/23)                                     £504.00
	
Total									           £6805.26
 
January Spreadsheet Balance					 	  £3162.33

				      	       
Total agrees with bank statement 			    		
			
	
Relevant Local Government Powers
Cheque No		Power
BACS115	Highways Act 1980 s96		
BACS107, 108,
110,112, 114		Local Government Act 1972s151
BACS113                   Local Government Act 1972s19
BACS111		Local Government and Ratings Act 1997 s26-29




