


     

QUENINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE QUENINGTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
AT 8.00PM ON 11th MAY 2023 AT QUENINGTON VILLAGE HALL

Present: Cllr Mike Scott (Chairman), Cllr Jan Sallis, Cllr Michael Sayer, Cllr Don Downes, Cllr John Dooley, Cllr Simon Bowcock

In attendance: Rita Walsh (Clerk), 1 parishioner (Part)

1. Apologies for absence: County Cllr Dom Morris, Cllr Ben Rambaut,

2. Open discussion: 
A parishioner came to inform the Councill that following approval of his application to fell some old and dangerous trees on his property the felling work will begin shortly. He will replace the felled trees with ones on a list of trees that he had been given by CDC.

3. Declaration of Interest on items on the agenda: 
None declared.

4. To receive report from County Councillor Dom Morris: 
County Councillor Morris was unable to attend but had sent in a report which was circulated before the meeting. 

5. To receive update on the SpeedWatch project: 
The Council had received a very comprehensive bi-monthly report from Mr Passmore which the Councillors commended. It was felt that it would be useful for Councillors Dooley and Downes to have more access to the data so that those involved with the project could cover for each other as required. Councillors Dooley and Downes were asked to arrange a meeting with Mr Passmore to discuss how this can be actioned.
ACTION: JD and DD

6. To receive May 2023 Planning Report
The May planning report was reviewed and accepted. The Clerk informed the meeting that the Council had been given additional time to discuss application 01801/FUL at this meeting and provide a response to CDC. The application was discussed and it was agreed that an objection should be submitted on behalf of the Parish Council.

7. Minutes: To confirm the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 9th March 2023
The minutes were agreed as a true and accurate record of the meeting and were signed off by the Chair.
										

8.0 Clerk’s Report

The report had been previously circulated. It was accepted and the following points from it were discussed in more detail:
· Cllr Sallis and the Clerk updated the meeting on a meeting they had recently had with the managing agent for the playground site. The agent appreciated the need for the playground to be updated and that in order to invest in the project QPC wanted as long a lease as possible. The managing agent agreed to review the lease and write to QPC with a new lease proposal.
· Cllr Sallis and the Clerk had met with a manager from Highways to discuss the ownership of the short piece of road running across the Green to the top of Snakes Drive, which has subsided leading to deep pot holes in it. Highways confirmed that the responsibility for this road rests with QPC and as a result QPC will need to pay for the road repairs.  The Highways manager estimated costs would be in the order of £6000.
· An auditor appointed by GAPTC is carrying out an internal audit of QPC’s processes and finances. As the income for last year exceeded £25,000 a second external audit will also be required. It was agreed to hold an additional Parish Council meeting on 8th June to consider the internal audit report and to finalise the documentation required for the external audit.

9. Finances
	9.1 The March accounts were reviewed and approved 
9.2 The playground will need to be inspected this summer. The Clerk had written to a number of companies providing playground inspection services. Costs ranged from £130 to in excess of £250. The best value for money quote received (£130 + VAT) was from the company who have been carrying out the inspection for the last few years. The Council agreed that the Clerk should instruct this company to carry out the inspection again.
ACTION: Clerk
9.3 The annual subscription to Gloucestershire Association of Parish and Town Councils (GAPTC) is due for renewal. The Council felt that GAPTC provided a very good service and gave permission for the Clerk to pay the subscription fee of £142.66
ACTION: Clerk

10. Donation for the Village Hall kitchen
A request for a donation towards the cost of the refurbishment of the village hall kitchen had been received. The Council decided not to make a donation to this project on the grounds that the village hall has sufficient funds for the new kitchen and QPC did not have budget for this in the current year. The Clerk was asked to communicate the decision to the treasurer for the Village Hall Committee.
ACTION: Clerk
11. Risk Assessments
Councillors, Sallis, Sayer & Dooley have been working on these. They need a final review so it was agreed to bring them to the July meeting.

12. Dog waste bags: 
The Barking Mad Dog company had provided photographs of the dog waste bag dispenser that they proposed to offer free of charge and replenish with bags. The Council felt that the problem of dog waste in the village and on surrounding footpaths needed to be reduced and felt this initiative might help to do this. The Council decided to ask the company to supply two dispensers initially on a six month trial basis. It was felt the best location for these dispensers was at the start (Quenington end) of the footpath leading across the Grandage and by the new pedestrian gate leading into the field at the top of Snakes Drive. The Council also asked for assurances from the company that the dispensers would be kept topped up with bags at no cost to QPC and that if the dispensers were damaged the company would replace them. The Clerk was asked to contact the company and advise them of the decision.
ACTION: Clerk

13. Review of the Parish Plan
As the plan was last reviewed in July 2022 it was agreed to defer this item to the July meeting.



14. Date of next meeting
Thursday 8th June 2023 at 7.30pm




There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.50pm. 


_____________________Chairman		_____________________Date
































May 2023 PLANNING REPORT 


Redevelopment of former mushroom compost facility to mixed use development at Land at Sunhill, Welsh Way, Poulton (adjacent parish)
22/00887/FUL
Status: Awaiting decision


Large Willow - reduced by 50%, remove 3 lower limbs. Q2 - Acacia - Remove 3 limbs. Q3 - Willow - fell trunk. Q4 - Willow - fell to ground. | Knights Mill Church Road Quenington Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 5BN
23/00191/TCONR
Status: Decided


Works to trees in conservation areas for T1 - Birch reduce crown back to 1m above old pruning points. T2 - Ash - remove x2 lower limbs on garden and river side. T3 - Willow - fell at Riverside Cottage Victoria Road Quenington Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 5BP
23/00408/TCONR
Status: Decided

T3 - Common Horse Chestnut - take back limb to boundary line to reduce risk of failure as limb is overlong | 8 Springfield Road Quenington Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 5BU
23/00689/TPO
Status: Decided


Works to trees: T1 Walnut Tree - Reduce crown by 2.5 meters, T2 Walnut Tree - Removal, T3 - Holly - Removal, T4 - Lime – Pollard. Jakemans The Green Quenington Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 5BS
23/00989/TPO
QPC decision:
Status: Decided

Works to trees: T1 - Yew - 2m overall crown reduction. G1 - Cherry plum x2 - 1.5m overall crown reduction and prune. T2 - Laurel - reduce height by 3m. G2 - Goat willow and Lime - fell willow and reduce Lime down below wires and shape crown. T3 - Lawson Cypress - fell. T4 - Holly - fell. T5 - Sycamore - fell. T6 - Walnut - 1.5m overall crown reduction. Mawley Farm House Victoria Road Quenington Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 5BW. 
23/01040/TCONR
Status: Decided



Demolition of existing garage, sheds and greenhouse and erection of new garage with storage and accommodation in the loft-space. Stonyfell Fowlers Hill Quenington Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 5DA
23/01081/FUL
Status: Awaiting decision

Work to trees: T2 - Irish Yew - reduce height to approx 3m. T6 - Conifer group - reduce height to approx. 3m. East Cottage Old Rectory Victoria Road Quenington Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 5BW
23/01453/TCONR
Status: Awaiting decision





































March 2023 accounts
Bank balances as at 31st March 2023

Savings........... £36329.62

Current............ £4231.11


		
Current  account
       
January 2023 Spreadsheet balance				        	£3162.33


Income 									
VAT reclaim   									  £1873.15
Jacques burial fee 							            £500.00
Theodoulou burial fee								  £250.00
Total										  £2623.15								                          
Expenditure (Notes in italics refer to minute when item approved)
BACS116 Rita Walsh January salary (July2022 Item15)			£153.14
BACS117 Rita Walsh February salary (July 2022 Item15)			£178.63
BACS118 Village Hall Rent (email agreement 25/10/22)			£285.00
BACS119 Marston Hill March grass cut (Nov 19 Item 9.3)			£937.60

	
Total									           £1554.37
 
March Spreadsheet Balance					 	  £4231.11

				      	       
Total agrees with bank statement 			    		
			
	
Relevant Local Government Powers
Cheque No		Power
BACS115, 118	Highways Act 1980 s96		
BACS116, 117,          Local Government Act 1972s151















