     

QUENINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE QUENINGTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
AT 7.30 PM ON 9th November 2023 AT QUENINGTON VILLAGE HALL

Present: Cllr Mike Scott (Chairman), Cllr Jan Sallis, Cllr Don Downes, Cllr John Dooley, Cllr Simon Bowcock, 

In attendance: Rita Walsh (Clerk), District Cllr David Fowles, 2 members of the public

1. Apologies for absence: Cllr Michael Sayer, County Cllr Dom Morris, Mr Passmore
	
2. Open discussion: 
The members of the public raised their concerns about the solar panels in the garden of Beech House and expressed the view that they had not been installed as set out in the approved planning permission. Furthermore, the cutting back of the 2.5 metre hedge shown in the approved plans had made the panels more visible in a sensitive landscape area. 

3. Declaration of Interest on items on the agenda: 
Cllr Bowcock declared an interest in relation to item 6.1.

4. To receive report from County Councillor Dom Morris: 
County Councillor Morris was not in attendance but had sent a written report which had been circulated to the Council.

5. To receive report from District Councillor David Fowles

District Counciller Fowles stated that CDC finances were under pressure and they were trying to make savings. Council tax, car parking charges and green bin fees will all increase to raise additional revenue. The work on the A417 on the new Birdlip bypass was proceeding according to schedule and should make a significant improvement to road users once completed. Due to the resignation of a District Councillor there will be a by election in December in the Fairford, Lechlade and Kempsford ward.  

6. Planning

6.1 To consider the following application
Planning ref 22/01514/FULL – Installation of solar panels at Beech House
Having been made aware of concerns about the solar panels a parish councillor and the clerk went to view the site from a neighbouring garden. On inspection it did appear that the panels had not been installed as per the plans and the cutting back of the hedge had made them more visible. The Council agreed that there was a potential breach of planning consent. It was decided that the Chair would write a letter to the planning department at CDC setting out the concerns of the parish council. 
ACTION: Chair

6.2 To receive November 2023 Planning Report
The November planning report was reviewed and accepted.

7. Minutes: 
[bookmark: _Hlk140574842]
7.1 To confirm the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 14th September 2023
[bookmark: _Hlk140574898]The minutes were agreed as a true and accurate record of the meeting and were signed off by the Chair.
										
7.2 Matters arising from the minutes
Cllr Dooley had not written his report about his marketing and media training but will do so.
Action: Cllr Dooley
Cllrs Downes and Dooley had now contacted Cllr Bowcock to arrange training for him on the SpeedWatch project. They are looking for a suitable date.

ACTION: Cllrs Downes, Dooley, Bowcock

The Chair reported that he had spoken to the maintenance contractor about the remedial work needed to the shrubs in the cemetery but the contractor was not able to deal with such large shrubs. 

Cllr Sallis had not yet obtained quotes from 3 companies for the playground refurbishment.
ACTION: Cllr Sallis
All other actions had either been completed or were for discussion on the agenda.


8.0 Clerk’s Report
The report had been previously circulated and accepted with no further discussion. 

9. Finances
	9.1 The September accounts were reviewed and approved 
9.2 The following payments since the 30th September were noted: GAPTC (£50.00 and £45.00), Church yard mowing (£600.00), Wages (£365.69 and £238.04), Marston Hill (£937.60), Printer purchase (£169.99), HMRC (£248.60). 
9.3 The Council reviewed the list of Direct Debts in place and noted there had been no changes to them.
9.4 The Clerk’s request for authorisation to pay the Marston Hill invoice (£937.63) and to refund the clerk for the purchase of a poppy wreath and 3 crosses (£32.99) was approved. The clerk was instructed to make the payments.
9.5 The Finance Officer proposed that the Clerk’s salary be raised to £12.00 an hour. The proposal was unanimously approved
9.6 The budget set for the 2023-2024 year vs actual spending to date was reviewed and discussed by the council. It was noted that the SpeedWatch project was a new and significant cost and the costs of it were forecast to increase further next year.
9.7 A draft budget of the expenditure for 2024-2025 was reviewed by the council. An increase in costs was predicted and a discussion took place about where savings might be made and what income might come in. The council discussed the need to increase income whilst also stating that any increase in the precept needed to be kept to a minimum. The clerk and the finance officer, Cllr Sallis, will continue to work on a draft precept budget and will bring it back to the Council for discussion and agreement of the precept request at the January meeting.
ACTION: Cllr Sallis, Clerk

10. To receive the AGAR report and agree any subsequent action
The AGAR report had been received at the end of September and the overall result was pleasing. There was an issue raised in the report about the incorrect statement of the asset valuation. This occurred as a result of not accounting for the purchase of the speed cameras. The matter had been discussed with the auditor and a corrected (restated) figure had been submitted.


11. To discuss and agree the purchase of replacement pads for the defibrillator 
The pads on the defibrillator were almost out of date and therefore needed to be replaced. The clerk had researched the cost of replacement pads and asked for permission to order a set of pads for a cost of £107 plus postage. It was agreed that the clerk should order the pads. 
ACTION: Clerk

12. To discuss the Speedwatch project and agree any resulting actions
The data from the cameras was reviewed which showed and initial significant drop in the proportion of vehicles identified as speeding but this has now plateaued. There was no information available about why this plateauing was happening so it was difficult to be certain that further reductions in speeding would be achieved. The council also noted that running the scheme was quite costly and took up a lot of time. It was felt that the project should be reviewed with the police and other stakeholders to ensure effectiveness and value for money were evaluated.
ACTION: Cllrs Dooley, Downes, Bowcock 

13. To discuss the tree survey report and quotes for work and agree any resulting actions
The tree survey had identified that most of the trees were in quite good condition but there was work needed to some of them. The councillors reviewed the two quotes for work to trees on the green and in the cemetery and decided that the work should go ahead. 
The clerk was asked to update the resident in the neighbouring house to the cemetery that work to reduce the overhanging trees and shrubs on the boundary has been agreed by the council.
ACTION: Clerk
14. Open discussion
The parish council website needs to be accessible and it was suggested that this should be investigated and discussed at a future meeting. It was also identified that the existing website accessibility policy needs to reviewed and if necessary updated.

15. Date of next meeting
Thursday 11th January 2024 at 7.30pm


There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.35pm. 


_____________________Chairman		_____________________Date
November 2023 PLANNING REPORT 



Proposed minor extension to out building. The Little House Victoria Road Quenington Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 5BW
23/02180/FUL
Status: Awaiting decision

Erection of a greenhouse. Parsonage Barn Quenington Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 5FZ.
23/02308/FUL
Status: Permit


T2 - Lime - 4m height reduction and 3m lateral spread reduction to leave balanced crown allowing more light into the property. 1 Lime Tree Cottages Springfield Road Quenington Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 5BU
23/02454/TPO
Status: Permit

T1 - Beech tree - Target prune by approx 2 meters the over extended area of crown (north-north east side) to balance crown. Thin crown by approx. 10%. 11 Coneygar Road Quenington Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 5BY
23/02629/TCONR
Status: Awaiting decision

T1 - Lime showing severe decline/retrenchment. Fungus observed on nearby grass area - Crown Reduce by approx 30-40% to remove declined sections of limbs and to balance remaining crown. T2 - Crown raise to 5-7meters, sever ivy, thin off lower epicormic growth, remove any major deadwood. 1 Painters Field Quenington Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 5DL
23/02626/TPO
Status: Permit

Full Application for Replace two rooflights with dormer windows on the rear elevation. Replace dilapidated entrance gates. Install an air source heat pump in the garden to serve the swimming pool to replace an electric boiler which is no longer working. at Mawley Farm House Victoria Road Quenington Cirencester Gloucestershire
23/02643/FUL
Status: Awaiting decision

Listed Building Consent for Sub-divide the larger second floor room to create a shower room, a separate room and a corridor. Reconfigure the layout of the first floor family bathroom and the adjoining bedroom 1 ensuite. Reconfigure bedroom 3 and the adjoining WC to provide an ensuite shower room. Replace two rooflights with dormer windows on the rear elevation. Replace dilapidated entrance gates. Install an air source heat pump in the garden to serve the swimming pool to replace an electric boiler which is no longer working at Mawley Farm House Victoria Road Quenington Cirencester Gloucestershire
23/02644/LBC
Status: Awaiting decision

Replace two rooflights with dormer windows on the rear elevation. Replace dilapidated entrance gates. Install an air source heat pump in the garden to serve the swimming pool to replace an electric boiler which is no longer working at Mawley Farm House Victoria Road Quenington Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 5BW
23/02643/FUL 
Status: Awaiting decision

T2 - Lime - Re-Pollard back to previous pollard points (to match neighbours tree) at 1 Lime Tree Cottages Springfield Road Quenington Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 5BU
23/03121/TPO 
Status: Awaiting decision

T1 - Hazel - re-pollard. T2 - Hazel - re-pollard. T3 - Rowan - 1.5m overall crown reduction. T4 - Beech (neighbours) - 2m tip prune on west side up to approx. 9m at Meadowlands Church Road Quenington Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 5BN
23/03355/TCONR
Status: Awaiting decision

Prior Notification for the installation of a 20m monopole supporting 6 no. antennas and 2 no. 0.3m dishes, 1 no. equipment cabinet, 1 no. meter cabinet and associated ancillary equipment enclosed within a stockproof fenced compound at Land at Donkeywell Farm Quenington Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 5DH
23/02156/TELEC 
Decision: Prior approval is not required for the mast.
.



















September 2023 accounts
Bank balances as at 30th September 2023

Savings........... £45271.54

Current............ £5383.79


		
Current  account
       
July 2023 Spreadsheet balance				        	     £3712.58

Income 									
Precept (part 2)							           £5250.00
Cemetery income 								  £210.00
Miscellaneous income								  £600.00
Total income							          	         £6060.00								                          
Expenditure (Notes in italics refer to minute when item approved)

BACS138 GAPTC Internal audit (Email 8/8/2023)				£215.00
BACS139 Bulldog websites (Email 8/8/2023)					  £96.00
BACS140 Gordon - Playground inspection (Email 8/8/2023)                      £156.00
DD Information Commissioner’s Office fee (Sept,23 Item 9.3)		  £35.00
BACS141 Marston Hill August grass cut (Jan 23, Item 12)			£937.60
BACS142 Rita Walsh August Salary (July2022 item 15)			£365.69
BACS143 Marston Hill September grass cut	(Jan 23, Item 12)		£937.60
BACS144 Autospeedwatch (camera licences)	 (Sept,23, Item 9.4)		£715.00
BACS145 PCC (Email 21/9/2023)                          			          £186.90
BACS146 A.J. Arborists (Email 29/9/2023)	 				£336.00
BACS147 ECT Rent (Email 29/9/2023)					£156.00
BACS148 PK Littlejohn (Email 29/9/2023)					£252.00

	
Total expenditure							           £4388.79
 
September spreadsheet balance, agrees with the bank.				 		  £5383.79

				      	       
			    		
				
Relevant Local Government Powers
Cheque No			Power
BACS 142	          Local Government Act 1972s151
BACS 141,143,146	Highways Act 1980 s96, Public Health Act 1875 s164, Open Spaces Act 1906 ss9&10
BACS140, 147		Local Government Act 1972s19
BACS144.145		Local Government and Rating Act 1997 s26-29
BACS139		Local Government Act 1972s142

To note:

Expenditure approved and paid since 30/09/2023

02/10/2023 – Rita Walsh September salary    	£365.69
12/10/2023 – Church yard mowing		£600.00
20/10/2023 - Printer purchase			£169.99
23/10/2023 – GAPTC  (Councillor training)	£50.00
23/10/2023 – Marston Hill				£937.60
24/10/2023 – GAPTC (Clerk training)		£45.00
25/10/2023 – HMRC 				£248.60
30/10/2023 – Rita Walsh October salary		£238.04



Income received since 30/09/2023

No income received
Direct debit

No new DD added.




