 QUENINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE QUENINGTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
ON 11th SEPTEMBER 2025 AT QUENINGTON VILLAGE HALL


Present: Cllr Sallis (Chair), Cllr Scott, Cllr Sayer, Cllr Dooley, Cllr Ryan, Cllr Renolds

In attendance: Rita Walsh (Clerk), District Councillor Fowles, two members of the public

1. Apologies for absence:
Apologies were received from Cllr Reynolds

2. Open discussion: 
Council was informed that the biodiversity group had been on a tour of the river with Debbie Campbell, Community Engagement Officer for the river Coln. There is currently sewage being released into the river which is concerning. Debbie has offered to train volunteers to monitor the river. 
 
3. Declaration of Interest on items on the agenda:
There were none

4. To receive a report from County Councillor Dom Morris:
[bookmark: _Hlk198025847]County Cllr Morris was not in attendance and had not submitted a written report

5.To receive report from District Councillor David Fowles:
District Cllr Fowles had submitted a written report prior to the meeting. District Cllr Fowles explained that CDC is under pressure to approve new housing applications but are continuing to reject applications where there is no clear benefit. CDC is continuing to plan for the new unitary authority and would like to involve parish and town councils in the planning process.

6. Planning:
6.1 To consider the following planning applications received before the meeting: 
Full Application for Extension of and alterations to existing pool house at Mawley House, Mawley Road Quenington Cirencester Gloucestershire
25/02501/FUL
The council resolved to object to the application on the grounds that:
· The proposed extension will double the existing footprint making it more visible from the road than the existing pool house
· Extending the building could be detrimental to existing trees as the building appears to significantly encroach into their root area.
If planning consent is granted the parish council requests that the following conditions are set;
· The proposed building is designated as ancillary to the main house and its use is restricted to a pool house
· Swift bricks should be included in the building
· Measures are put in place to ensure the trees are protected during the build. The council would like CDC to consider placing Tree Preservation Orders on the trees to ensure their protection.

6.2 To receive the September 2025 Planning Report:
The September planning report was reviewed and accepted. 

[bookmark: _gjdgxs]7. Minutes: To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on the 14th August 2025
[bookmark: _30j0zll]The minutes were agreed as a true and accurate record of the meeting and were signed off by the Chair.

8. Clerk’s Report:
The report had been previously circulated and was accepted by the council. Items for future joint council meetings were discussed and the council asked the Clerk two put two items on the list for discussion.
Action: Clerk

9. Finance:
9.1 The August 2025 accounts report was reviewed and approved.
9.2 The payment of the bank charge, and the cemetery income received since 1st September 2025.
9.3 The Council reviewed the list of Direct Debts in place for HMRC and ICO and noted that no changes had been made.
9.4 Council reviewed the following invoices: PK Littlejohn external audit fee (£252.00), Gordons Playground Inspections (£180.00) and Marston Hill (£1009.20) and approved them for payment. 
9.5 The bank reconciliation on 4th September 2025 was reviewed and accepted
9.6 The budget vs actual spend to the end of August was discussed and approved

10. To discuss the 2026-2027 budget and agree further actions
The council discussed how the budget might change next year and how these costs could be built into the budget. The Clerk and the Chair will produce a draft budget for the October meeting incorporating the suggestions.
Action: Chair and Clerk

11. To receive the external audit report and agree further actions.
The council reviewed the report and noted that as there were no matters raised by the auditor no further action was required.

[bookmark: _Hlk200706212]12. To receive the annual playground report and agree further actions.
The playground report was discussed and it was noted that whilst the equipment is aging it is generally in reasonable condition and any issues identified were deemed as low or very low risk. Council identified that the perimeter fence and gates along Snake Drive will need repairing or replacing. There are also minor repairs and maintenance work required on some of the equipment. Councillor Ryan offered to ask the Bulldogs for their help with some of these tasks.  Councillor Dooley agreed to complete some of the repairs with assistance from an experienced and willing parishioner. 
Action: Cllrs Ryan and Dooley




13. To review the draft playground lease and agree further actions
This was deferred as no draft lease had been received from the landlord. Some parishioners have approached members of the Council asking for updates on the status of the playground lease, as they were aware of protracted discussions as per previous council meeting minutes.  

14. To consider membership of the Rural Services Network and agree further actions
The council discussed the benefits that membership of the RSN could offer and resolved to join and pay the membership fee of £52.50.
Action: Clerk

15. To consider a request for a commemorative bench and agree further actions
The request, with accompanying designs, for a bench to commemorate FreshAir was reviewed by council who resolved to allow the bench to be installed. The Clerk was asked to let the resident know.
Action: Clerk

16. To review the village plan and agree further actions
The village plan was reviewed by the council and a minor amendment was suggested. The council resolved to adopt the village plan with the proposed amendment and asked the clerk to publish it on the website. The council expressed its gratitude to Councillor Ryan for his hard work on this project.  
Action: Clerk

17. To discuss the inclusion of swift bricks in responses to planning applications and agree further actions
Councillor Dooley explained that whilst we have swifts in the village providing extra nesting sites for them would help to maintain or increase their numbers. The council resolved to amend the biodiversity policy to request the inclusion of swift bricks as a condition in any planning approval granted for new housing or extensions to existing properties. 

Action: Clerk
18. To consider a request to fund a river monitoring kit
The council reviewed the request and resolved not to approve the funding. This was due to insufficient detail about; the monitoring process, the costs of the kit, future running costs of the testing and no explanation of how the data collected will benefit residents.

19. Items for future meetings
Mowing contract, Annual budget, Website launch

20. Date of next meeting 
7.30pm, Thursday 9th October

There being no further business the Chair thanked everyone for their attendance and brought the meeting to a close at 9pm




_____________________Chair	_____________________Date


SEPTEMBER 2025 PLANNING REPORT 


Works to trees with a TPO for T1- Walnut tree - 30% crown reduction (2meters laterally) T2- Ash - Reduce by approx 1.5meters to side growth over drive and to extension growth in upper crown (target prune) 3- Silver Birch (located in front garden boundary hedge) Remove due to conflicting location with property damage threatening at Jakemans The Green Quenington Cirencester Gloucestershire
25/02102/TPO
Status: Decided - Permit

Works to trees in conservation areas for Scope of works applicable for permission -
Quenington, Court Farm. #2 Lime with weak fork – Pollard #3 Wild Cherry Trees x 2 – Fell #4 Ash in decline – Fell #5 White Willow with decay in stem – Repollard #6 Ash in decline - Fell
Fairford, Leafield Road:
#7 Sycamore in decline – Fell #10 Ash with scarring in stem – Fell #11 Wild Cherry with canker in stem - Fell
#17 Group of elm, dead and dying - Fell at Court Farm Church Road Quenington
Cirencester Gloucestershire
[bookmark: _Hlk207636642]25/02371/TCONR
Status: Decided – No objection

Full Application for Extension of and alterations to existing pool house at Mawley House, Mawley Road Quenington Cirencester Gloucestershire
25/02501/FUL
Status: Open for consultation until Friday 19th September

















August 2025 accounts 
Bank balances at 31st August 2025

Savings........... £53,277.54
Current............ £2936.51


		
Current  account
       
July 2025 Spreadsheet balance	   	        	       	   	£ 4291.69

Income 									
							      
No income received	   						       													
Total income							          	      £0.00								                          
Expenditure (Notes in italics refer to minute when item approved)

BACS241 Quenington Garden Maintenance (June 2025 Item 13) 		£37.50
Lloyds Bank – Bank Charges						            £4.25
DD ICO (July 2025, Item 9.4)							£47.00
BACS242 Jan Sallis (June 2025, Item 13)				           £86.23
BACS243 Bulldogs Websites (July 2025, Item 9.4)				£96.00
BACS244 Marston Hill (July 2025, Item 9.4)				       £1009.20
BACS245 Quenington Garden Maintenance (June 2025, Item 13)		£75.00	


Total expenditure							         £1355.18


August spreadsheet balance, agrees with the bank account.				 
		 £ 2936.51
				      	       
			    		
			
Relevant Local Government Powers
Cheque No			Power

BACS244	Highways Act 1980 s96, Public Health Act 1875 s164, Open Spaces Act 1906 ss9&10 
BACS 241,245,242	Local Government (MP) Act 1953 s4 / Parish Councils Act 1957 s1
BACS 243	Local Government Act 1972, s142






To note: 

Expenditure approved and paid since 1/09/2025

01/09/2025 Bank charges	 £4.25



Income received since 1/09/2025

04/09/2025   Burial fees  £750.00



Direct debit

No new DD added.



Bank reconciliation – 4th September 2025

[bookmark: _Hlk207875772]2024-2025 Accounts spreadsheet balance 	£3682.26

Treasurers account balance 			£3682.26
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