     

QUENINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE QUENINGTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
AT 7.30 PM ON 14th September 2023 AT QUENINGTON VILLAGE HALL

Present: Cllr Mike Scott (Chairman), Cllr Jan Sallis, Cllr Michael Sayer, Cllr Don Downes, Cllr John Dooley, Cllr Simon Bowcock, District Cllr David Fowles (Arrived at 8pm)

In attendance: Rita Walsh (Clerk), 

1. Apologies for absence: County Cllr Dom Morris,

2. Open discussion: 

The Chair asked the meeting to formally note the resignation of Cllr Ben Rambaut. The Chair outlined the years of excellent service that Cllr Rambaut had provided during his years as a member of the Parish Council. The members of the Council all agreed with the sentiments expressed by the Chair and joined him in sending their best wishes to Ben Rambaut. CDC had been informed of Cllr Rambaut’s resignation and had issued a notice of vacancy. As no parishioners had requested the post be filled by election the parish council are now able to co-opt a replacement parish councillor.

Cllr Downes informed the Council that the Speed Indicator Device had been collected having been purchased jointly by Coln St Aldwyns and Hatherop Parish Councils.

Cllr Dooley stated that he had recently attended a marketing and media training course. There were some useful ideas in the training and Cllr Dooley will write a short report and circulate it to the Councillors for their information.
ACTION: Cllr Dooley

The Clerk mentioned that the pads on the defibrillator will need to be replaced at the end of November. The clerk will investigate sourcing and prices for the pads and will add this as an item to the November agenda. 
ACTION: Clerk

3. Declaration of Interest on items on the agenda: 
None were declared.


4. To receive report from County Councillor Dom Morris: 
County Councillor Morris was not in attendance.

5. To receive report from District Councillor David Fowles

Councillor Fowles explained that the local plan was being updated and reported that there had been no increase in the target number of new houses proposed. The District Council budget is under considerable strain and it seems likely that the reserves will need to be dipped into this year. 



6. Planning

6.1 To consider the following applications
There were no current planning applications for the Parish Council to discuss at this meeting. 
6.2 To receive September 2023 Planning Report
The September planning report was reviewed and accepted.

7. Minutes: 
[bookmark: _Hlk140574842]
7.1 To confirm the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 13th July 2023
[bookmark: _Hlk140574898]The minutes were agreed as a true and accurate record of the meeting and were signed off by the Chair.
										
7.2 Matters arising from the minutes
Cllrs Downes and Dooley had not yet arranged training for Cllr Bowcock on the SpeedWatch project.
ACTION: Cllrs Downes and Dooley

The Chair reported that he was waiting for the maintenance contractor to return from holiday to follow up on the remedial work needed to the shrubs in the cemetery.
ACTION: Chair


8.0 Clerk’s Report

The report had been previously circulated. It was accepted and there was no further discussion. 

9. Finances
	9.1 The July accounts were reviewed and approved 
9.2 The following payments since the 31st July were noted: GAPTC (£215.00), Bulldog website fee (£96), Wages (£365.69), Marston Hill (£937.60), Playground inspection fee (£156.00), ICO fee (£35.00). There was one item of income, £130 for a cemetery payment.
9.3 The Council reviewed the list of Direct Debts in place. There was only one monthly DD to HMRC. The DD for the Data Protection fee has now been set up and the first annual payment made.
9.4 The Clerk’s request for authorisation to pay the Marston Hill invoice (£937.33) and the AutoSpeedWatch invoice (£715.00) was approved. The clerk was instructed to make the payments.
9.5 The budget set for the 2023-2024 year vs actual spending to date was reviewed and discussed by the council. The Finance Officer reported that work would soon begin to set the precept budget for next year. As part of the budgeting process a survey of the chapel and the bus shelters will be undertaken, along with the survey of the trees to identify any work that needs to be done to maintain them. The costs of the SpeedWatch project will also need to be budgeted for. The draft precept budget will be brought to the Council for discussion at the November meeting.



10. Discussion of the SpeedWatch project

The SpeedWatch project has now been running in the village for a year with Quenington being a test village for the project. The Council felt that having run for a year, it was time to review how the system was operating and the costs and benefits of it. At the previous meeting County Cllr Morris suggested setting up a review meeting with representatives of the Parish Council, County and District Councils and the police. District Councillor Fowles volunteered to set up this meeting and the Clerk was asked to provide contact details of the relevant councillors to him so he could arrange the meeting.

ACTION: Clerk / District Cllr Fowles

11. Discussion of the playground report

The report was discussed and although it did not identify any significant issues with the playground there were items that would benefit from some remedial work. The council has plans to renew and modernise the playground and make it more inclusive. The Councillor leading on the playground project stated that quotes from 3 companies will be sought for a full refit of the playground. Once the cost of this is established the Council can consider whether sufficient funds can be secured for a full refit or whether the work will need to be undertaken over a number of years to spread the cost. It was also noted that a new lease will need to be in place if grant funding is to be secured. 
ACTION: Cllr Sallis


12. To review and approve a co-option policy 

The draft policy was discussed and approved. The clerk was asked to put the policy document on the website.
ACTION: Clerk

13. Open discussion

It was reported that the software on the website which QPC shares with the village hall is out of date. This matter has been raised with the company who host the website who can update the software but would charge for this work. Cllr Dooley who also Chairs the village hall committee will raise this matter at the next village hall committee meeting.
ACTION: Cllr Dooley

14. Date of next meeting
Thursday 9th November 2023 at 7.30pm


There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.20pm. 


_____________________Chairman		_____________________Date



September 2023 PLANNING REPORT 


Demolition of existing garage, sheds and greenhouse and erection of new garage with storage and accommodation in the loft-space. Stonyfell Fowlers Hill Quenington Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 5DA
23/01081/FUL
Status: Decided – application permit

On the QPC meeting agenda for discussion.

Re pollard tree back to original pollard points. 3 Lime Tree Cottages Springfield Road Quenington Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 5BU
23/02149/TPO
Status: Decided

Proposed minor extension to out building. The Little House Victoria Road Quenington Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 5BW
23/02180/FUL
Status: Awaiting decision

Erection of a greenhouse. Parsonage Barn Quenington Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 5FZ.
23/02308/FUL
Status: Awaiting decision

T2 - Ash - fell, T3 - Ash – fell. Old Rectory Church Road Quenington Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 5BN
23/02314/TCONR
Status: Decided – approved

T2 - Lime - 4m height reduction and 3m lateral spread reduction to leave balanced crown allowing more light into the property. 1 Lime Tree Cottages Springfield Road Quenington Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 5BU
23/02454/TPO
Status: Awaiting decision

T1 - Beech tree - Target prune by approx 2 meters the over extended area of crown (north-north east side) to balance crown. Thin crown by approx. 10%. 11 Coneygar Road Quenington Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 5BY
23/02629/TCONR
Status: Awaiting decision

T1 - Lime showing severe decline/retrenchment. Fungus observed on nearby grass area - Crown Reduce by approx 30-40% to remove declined sections of limbs and to balance remaining crown. T2 - Crown raise to 5-7meters, sever ivy, thin off lower epicormic growth, remove any major deadwood. 1 Painters Field Quenington Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 5DL
23/02626/TPO
Status: Awaiting decision

Full Application for Replace two rooflights with dormer windows on the rear elevation. Replace dilapidated entrance gates. Install an air source heat pump in the garden to serve the swimming pool to replace an electric boiler which is no longer working. at Mawley Farm House Victoria Road Quenington Cirencester Gloucestershire
23/02643/FUL
Status: Awaiting decision

Listed Building Consent for Sub-divide the larger second floor room to create a shower room, a separate room and a corridor. Reconfigure the layout of the first floor family bathroom and the adjoining bedroom 1 ensuite. Reconfigure bedroom 3 and the adjoining WC to provide an ensuite shower room. Replace two rooflights with dormer windows on the rear elevation. Replace dilapidated entrance gates. Install an air source heat pump in the garden to serve the swimming pool to replace an electric boiler which is no longer working at Mawley Farm House Victoria Road Quenington Cirencester Gloucestershire
23/02644/LBC
Status: Awaiting decision
.




























July 2023 accounts
Bank balances as at 31st July 2023

Savings........... £45194.74

Current............ £3712.58


		
Current  account
       
May 2023 Spreadsheet balance				        	     £666.78

Income 									
Transferred in								           £6500.00
Ashes interment                                                                                   £130.00
Total										 £6630.00								                          
Expenditure (Notes in italics refer to minute when item approved)

BACS131 Village Hall rent 							£285.00
BACS132 ICCM								£95.00
BACS133 Rita Walsh June salary (July2022 item 15)				£365.69
BACS134 Marston Hill June grass cut (Jan 23, Item 12)			£937.60
DD HMRC (July2023, Item.9.3)						£240.20
BACS135 Marston Hill July grass cut (Jan 23, Item 12)			£937.60
BACS136 Rita Walsh July salary (July 2022, Item 15)			£204.12
BACS137 Rita Walsh expenses 						  £19.99
BACS138 Peppermint print (July 2023, Item 9.3)				£499.00

	
Total									           £3584.20
 
July Spreadsheet Balance, agrees with the bank.				 		  £3712.58

				      	       
			    		
			
	
Relevant Local Government Powers
Cheque No			Power
BACS 133, 136	          Local Government Act 1972s151
BACS 134,135	Highways Act 1980 s96, Public Health Act 1875 s164, Open Spaces Act 1906 ss9&10
BACS 123 			Local Government Act 1972s145


To note:
Expenditure approved and paid since 31/07/2023

09/08/2023 – GAPTA internal audit fee 		£215.00
09/08/2023 – Bulldog website fee			£96.00
09/08/2023 – Playground inspection fee		£156.00
24/08/2023 – ICO fee				£35.00
29/08/2023 – Marston Hill				£937.60.
31/08/2023 – Rita Walsh August salary		£365.69

Income received since 31/07/2023

21/08/2023 -  D. Godsal (Ashes interment)	£130

Direct debit

Following agreement at the July meeting (Item 9.3) a new direct debit has been set up for the annual fee to the Information Commissioners Office.




