

Quenington Parish Council - Risk Assessment - GRAVEYARD.


Risk Assessment:  The following risks apply to all visitors and activities in Quenington graveyard

	Severity:

1. Slight (minor injury, first aid required).
2. Moderate (minor injury, first aid/medical attention).
3. Serious (injury, medical attention, 7 day absence).
4. Major (serious injury/death).
5. Catastrophic (number of casualties/deaths).
	
	Severity
	 
	
LOW (1-4): May be ignored

MEDIUM (5-9): Control measures Required

HIGH (10+): Design out if possible
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	Hazard
	Potential injury….
	Initial
Assessment
	Control Measure
	Residual
Assessment
	Monitoring and Further Action Required

	
	
	Probability
	Severity
	Risk
	
	Probability
	Severity
	Risk
	

	Uneven ground, obscured grave furniture &/or grave kerbs
	Trips, falls leading to cuts, bruises, abrasions, head injuries. 
 
	2
	4
	8
	Regular ground maintenance by approved and qualified contractor to ensure grass is kept short to make obstructions visible.  
Grave furniture to be kept to base of headstone according to PC terms and conditions.  
	1
	4
	4
	Contract for ground maintenance reviewed regularly (every 3 years) by Parish Council.
Visitors to report urgent problems to the Parish Clerk for rapid response


	Insecure headstones 
	Could fall on visitors causing cuts, bruises, abrasions or other injuries. 
	2
	3
	6
	QPC has a policy for memorial maintenance.
Unsafe/insecure headstones are repaired or laid flat. 
	1
	3
	3
	Visitors to report urgent problems to the Parish Clerk for rapid response.
Families requested to maintain family graves and headstones.
Qualified contractor used for any necessary works. 

	Excavations (open graves) 
	Trips, falls, leading to cuts, bruises, abrasions, head & other injuries 
	2
	4
	8
	Funeral directors to take all necessary precautions during preparation of the grave and during the funeral 
	1
	4
	4
	Low number of burials so minimal risk. 

	Access gates, walls & seating
	Hand and finger injuries, falls, cuts bruises
	2
	3
	6
	Benches fixed to ground.  
Walls and gates maintained as necessary.
	1
	3
	3
	Visitors to report urgent problems to the Parish Clerk for rapid response. 

	Fallen trees or overhanging/ fallen branches
	Injury from falling trees or branches
Trips, falls caused by fallen branches
Head or eye injuries from low hanging branches
	2
	4
	8
	Regular inspection of trees by qualified arborist.
Dangerous branches or trees removed following inspection
	1
	4
	3
	Maintain regular inspections and maintenance programme.
Users to report problems to the Parish Council/Clerk for response.

	Vehicles or machinery being operated by contractors 
	Collision/contact injuries, burns, cuts, impact from materials flying out of mower blades
	2
	4
	8
	Contractor to operate safely and work in accordance with risk assessments
	1
	4
	4
	Contractors’ risk assessments and procedures reviewed regularly and copies kept with the Clerk

	Falling tiles or masonry from the chapel.
	Falling on visitors causing cuts, bruises, abrasions, head or other injuries.
Trips, falls caused by fallen tiles/masonry.
	2
	4
	8
	Regular inspection of chapel building. 
Maintenance undertaken as required.
	1
	4
	4
	Maintain regular inspections and maintenance programme.
Users to report problems to the Parish Council/Clerk for response.
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