QUENINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Scheme of Delegation 
Quenington Parish Council’s Scheme of Delegation authorises the Clerk to act with delegated authority in specific circumstances.
The purpose of this document is to clearly define the parameters within which the Clerk/RFO to the Council can act without reference to the council.
All decisions taken under delegated authority shall be exercised in compliance with the Council’s Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and this Scheme of Delegation, and where applicable, any other polices, regulations and legislation imposed on the council. 
All decisions taken by the Clerk under this scheme of delegation shall be reported to the Council at its next meeting.
The Council may, at any time, without prejudice to executive action taken already, revoke any executive power delegated to the Clerk.
Principles of Delegation 
Section 101 of the Local Government Act 1972 provides that: -
a. a Council may delegate its powers (excepting those that are the function of full council) to a committee, or an officer;
b. a committee may delegate its powers to an officer; and
c. the delegating body may exercise powers that have been delegated.
In accordance with this Scheme of Delegation, the Clerk is empowered to: -
1. incur expenditure on revenue items on behalf of the Council up to the amounts included in the approved budget, subject to the adopted Financial Regulations;
2. manage all the Council’s resources in accordance with the Council’s policies;
3. manage the cemetery in accordance with the Cemetery Regulations;
4. act immediately on all Health and Safety or emergency issues without waiting for endorsement by the Council;
5. prepare and submit comments to planning applications where no council meeting is scheduled to take place within the consultation period and following consultation with members of the Council. The Clerk will gather these comments to form a consensus or majority opinion (e.g., support, oppose, or neutral). Where agreement cannot be reached, the Clerk may submit a summary of views expressed. Any such response shall be reported to the next suitable meeting. The delegation shall not normally be used where the application is classed as major development or is of significant public interest in the parish. In such cases, the Chair or two councillors may call an extraordinary meeting of the Council to consider the response to the application; 
6. respond to all routine correspondence / communications on behalf of the Council which does not commit the council to enter into a legal agreement or give an opinion;
7. release urgent press statements on any activities subject to prior consultation with the Chair;
8. take reasonable steps, in an emergency, to secure the Council’s assets or position, following consultation with the Chairman (if practicable in the circumstances);
9. to call any extra meetings of the Council or any committee as necessary to discharge the business at hand, having consulted with the Chair;
10. granting dispensations in accordance with section 33 of the Localism Act 2011;
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